NO.1 PRICE: BY DONATION 


NEWS FROM LOCAL ANTI-POLL TAX GROUPS 


October/November 1989. 


FORCE COUNCILS 


NOT TO PURSUE 


DETERMINED OPPOSITION CAN 
STOP WARRANT SALES 


By: Clr. Margaret Dick. 


Within the last fortnight, the Solicitor to the 
Regional Council has clarified that the non- 
payment recovery attempts will be: 
1 A pt to ney jate payment. 

Arrest if possible. 


2. 
3. Threaten poinding. 
4, Execute poinding. 


With even the minimum of determination on 
the part of non-payers, these tasks would be 
impossible 


Imagine, for example, if even 10,000 people 
invited the Sheriff Officers to individual 
meetings to ‘negotiate’ an agreed payment! 
And if the entire 1 million non-payers asked 
for ameeting..... 


Federation. 


Similarly with arrestment of wages - the task 


Finally, the ‘threat’ of poinding and a 
Subsequent warrant sale remains an empty 
threat - since the steps involved (i.e. having 
to make an appointment, having to make a 
second visit if no-one is at home, having to 
face an appeai against any evaluation, etc) 
make the Sheriff Officers job one which 
would take decades to carry out! 


Federation's abilit 


of the non payment 
Especially as that 


One Glaswegian in every 3 has not paid a 
penny in Poll Tax - many more will join when 
they see who is winning. 


The campaign of threats is intended to 
frighten people into payment. 


The more people see through empty threats, 
the more they organise to frustrate collect- 
lon, the more certain Is the defeat of the Poll 
Tax. 


Groups from all over 
Strathclyde were represented giving 


{oined the march as it made i 
hrough the streets, demonstrat 
to mobilise 
numbers of people, when needed. 


It was important to show Strath- 
clyde Regional Council the strength 
campaign. 
day Labour 
councillors were taking a decision 
whether or not to pursue non payers 
through the use of warrant sales, 
We arrived in numerical strength 
detemined that the Labour councill- 
ors use of scare tactics and bully boy 
measures will not be tolerated by the 
people who put them in office. 


ts way 
? the 
farge 


REFUSERS! 


—_— -" 


y COLLEGE 


LOBBY REGIONAL COUNCIL 


Over 1,000 people gathered in George 
Square [Oct. 2nd} to join a march and 
lobby called by Strathclyde A.P.T. 


OFF THE HOOK 


The Police had the building well 
secured and we were instructed by 
the Region that a delegation of 


Ht two people from each Ward "would 
{finding out who had a job, who tho | themselves the opportunity to voice i , ‘ 
amiplover was nid arranging an arrestment | their anger over the Poll Tax and  € allowed” to see their Councillor. 
make the task unenforceable especially Warrant Sales. People Sadly none of the Councillors 


appeared to be in at the time. As we 
learned later most of them had 
sneaked in the back entrance to 
avoid the angry crowd. While 
people were going in as delegations 
the Federation announced that a 
meeting would take place in the 
Moir Hall at the same time as the 
fate of non payers in Strathclyde was 
being decided. The focus of the 
activity then moved on to the Moir 
Hall where a number of Speakers 
addressed the demonstrators. 
Why have this meeting at the same 
time as the Councillors have theirs? 


Paul [Possil A.P.T.} 


Lonoon pou taxconrerence DIRECT ACTI 0 


On Sunday the 3rd of September 
delegates trom 49 different anti-poll 
tax groups and Federations from all 
across the country attended a con- 
ference in London. {twas organised by 
the London Federation of Anti-Poll Tax 


Groups with the aim to develop 
“genuine countrywide links and 
organisation”. owever, it was 


recognised from the start that a full 
conference of A.P.T.U.'s is needed in 
the near future and that this meeting 
would sanction such a gathering. 


The conference on Sunday began with 
a speaker from the Central Federation 
in Scotland. (Brian Slocock from Stirling} 
In his speech he emphasised that the Poll- 
Tas movement was the popular, working 
one, imdeed one of the most important 
revolts in recent history. In Stirling 50-80° 
at people, according to canvassing done, tn 
working class areas, were not paying 
in Scotland at toast 20. 4° have not paid a 
penny and our movement is getting stronger 
every day 


However. although there exists some form of 
organisation, not even 1% of the non-payers 
are involved in the organised forms of the 
struggie. {tis the job of the Anti Poll Tax 
Graups to increase this involvement, so a 
{rue mass movement can occur that can force 
4 solution lo the pall tax onto the state 


The speaker tinished by re-emphasising {hat 
the movement was one of ordinary people 
with no “extraardinary” leaders or elites 
involved 


SPIRIT OF RESISTANCE 


After the speech, a general discussion on 
how to detect the tax began. In generat 
these involved [1] The need to organise 
effective Anti-Poll Tax Groups and Fed- 
erations in the community; [2] the need to 
get workers involved, either through trade 
union affiliation or workplace A.P.T.U.'s.; 
and [3] from Edinburgh, the need to 
organise regular occupations of local govern- 
ment offices to make it {local government} 
unworkable. 


4 from delegates 
s how a political 


¥. also mentic 
the country ¥ 


He 


party (Militant) was using the Anti-Poll 
Tax fight for ils own purposes and taking 
aver any Federations i can, One speaker 


from Lothian called them the “the bane of 
the movement” and reported that the 
Conterence was not mentioned in any of the 
Federations conference notes 
sectarian 


All through the morning session reports 
AntiePoll Tax ming up were re 
out The figh land and Wales ts 
very active and. 3 organised 


The Conference agreed the following paints 


{1} To support the All-British Conference on 
Qbdth Novernber [2] To organise a 2-day 
Conference {with workshops] in the winter 
{but not competing with the 25th one}; 
{3| A 4 person Steering Committee elected 
to try, firstly, to work jointly with the 
Militant dominated All-British Steering 
Committee and, if that failed, to organise the 
above Conference. 


150 Anti Poll Tax protestors from the 
Lothian Federation and other groups 
demonstrated at Lothian Regione! 
Counci! Chambers in Edinburgh on 
September 20th 


Amidst angry heckling the ruling 
Labour Group pronounced that they 
would collect the poll tax, and could 
not rule out warrant sales. Two 


| dissident Labour councillors argued 


for non-collection, while a weaker 
S.N.P. motion opposed warrant 
sales. 


Shortly before the vote the Chair 
adjourned the meeting, falsely 
claiming there was too much noise 
This maneouvre was designed to 
pre-empt the demonstrators’ 
planned occupation. 


ISTREET ORGANISERS 


Poll Tax Registration is being fought by 
public bonfires and saturation anti poll tax 
material. In Tottenham, 30% have not 
returned the form, [rising to 95% in the 
Broadwater Farm Estate!] They have 70 
street reps., 30 workplace reps., and 9 local 
Ward groups federated. More areas are 
reporting similar levels of self organisation 
and mobilisation. 


In Bristol and Avon, in addition to having a 
Federation with over 18 groups, there is 
haison through inter-group special com- 
missions dealing with: a 24 hour ‘Hotline’, 
an Information Bank, a Newsletter, New 
Group Support Team, Language Translation 
etc. Local groups are also setting up street- 
gro 


One problem is the existence of duplicate 
networks and Federations in a number of 
areas and some obstruction to their merger 
In London, Cardiff and Manchester this 1s a 
problem 

Info. London Federation A.P.T. Newsletter 


POLL TAX JOB FAIR 


An interesting development in Labour's 
fight against the poll tax was announced last 
week. At the national meeting of anti-poll 
tax groups on Sunday, the 3rd of September 
it was discovered that Lewisham Council was 
organising a poll-tax JOBS FAIR for the 4th. 


This jobs fair is just the last in a long tine of 
sell outs by our "elected representatives”. 
In Lewisham the focal A.P.T.U. organised 
against the jobs fair, All over the country. 
groups have formed which proclaim “we're 
not paying the poll tax” 


The delegates came from all over Scotland 

Londen, North and South England. The 

dritish Steering Committee nas retu: 

rk with this group, whieh shows tha 

‘hey are not willing to work equally with an 

elecivd council trom an Anti-Polt Tax 
nfe 


as a good step forward in 
Tax struggle Any direct 
tons can only be for the 
is torward to more initiatives 


The Conterence 
he Ants 
ks and di 


We 


lan [Woodlands A.P.T.} 


Nevertheless, around 40 protestors took over 
the Council Chambers, Following » dis- 


Cour 


protestors 
talf and public, leafleted, festoon. 
ith posters and periodically 
office entrance 


Another occupation is planned for the re- 
convened Council meeting on October arg 


POSTSCRIPT TUESDAY 3RD OCTOBER 


BBC A STV covered the disruption of the 
Lothian Council Meeting which confirmed 
Council poticy not to rule out Poindings ang 
Warrant Sales. Only two Councillors, Keith 
Simpson and Anne Aylett opposed their 
possible use on principle. The Anti-Poll Tax 
activists (from as far afield as Muirhouse 
and Prestonfield) were ejected but went on 
to blockade a Post Office van loading ‘re- 
minder’ letters from the Regional Council 
After further Police intervention, the group 
then took over the Payment Office on George 
IV Bridge and had a further diatogue with 
staff No arrests were made despite refusing 
to leave when the Police threatened arrests 


Mike [Stockbridge A.P.T.| 


STREETCRED 


Ibrox/ Cessnock Against the Poll Tax held a 
Saturday meeting on September 9th. 
Although the response was disappointing a 
wideranging discussion took place involving 
local members and invited speakers, Janette 
McGinn from Spittal and Drew McEwan 
from Govanhill A.P.T. 


More encouraging is the response to our 
regular street stall in Paisley Road West 
A good rapport exists with the many local 
people refusing to pay. The stall gives 
information and bolsters confidence to carry 
on the fight. A Task Force’ is being re- 
cruited to combat poindings and warrant 
sates, with 100 volunteers so far. A midweek 
stall is now also planned to start 


Pressure is being applied on the Regional 
Councillor (Helen McElhone) not to sanction 
warrant sales, although some residents are 
covered by Govan or Kingston Councillors. 
The M.P., Jim Sillars, continues to support 
the group 


Keith [Ibrox/ Cessnock A.P.T.). 


REFUSAL FIGURES 
“Labour Research’ [October 1989) reports 
the following ‘official’ regional levels of non- 
payment: 


Shetlands 40 - 54 


Western Isles 48%; 
so 78k 


Tayside 19% - 20%; 
Grampian 15%; Dumfries & 


i*Federation estimates including missed out 
people etc.) 


In Shetlands. an organised Campaign led by 
Margaret Gear of Shetlands Community 
Residents Against the Poll Tax says the local 
response 15 “fantastic” Even where 
wganised Campaigns have been absent 
(except in places the SNP) other Highland 
areas have shown high levels of refusal to 
nay 


PAPER SALE 


A Paper sale of the “Voice of the Anti Poll 
Tax Federation’, the Pay No Poll Tax News 
was held outside the Poll Tax Oltice in John 
Street on Friday 28th September, The 
object of the sale was to encourage those 
who were going in to pay, not to pay. 


70 Papers were sold, but more importantly f 
aimost twenty people decided alter the 
intervention of paper sellers that they would 
stop paying and stand firm with the Cam- 
paign of non payment ; 


This Paper Sale should be a regular event 

{ not work if Groups do not send 

ple down to support the Sale. People 

ould be there to show reluctant payers 

tnat we can offer them the necessary 
strength and support to stop paying 


of the Sheriff Officers to appear we 
decided to go direct to Regional 
Headquarters and demand that the 
Council withdrew any threats of 
Poindings and Warrant Sales of non- 
payers household articles. Despite 
the security guards attempts to keep 
us out we were able to take contro! of 
a section of the building for three 
hours. A spontaneous occupation by 
150 people of the Council Debates 
Chamber then took place 


HO OCCUPIED 


BARRHEAD POINDING 
REGIONAL COUNCIL OCCUPATION 


Last month the second attem 

Strathclyde Regional Council to Oia 
the household goods of an anti-poll tax 
activist, Philip Traish, was once again 
thwarted by grass roots opposition. 
At the eleventh hour the Sheriff 
Officers were forced to call off the 
poinding wary of the response they 
might provoke in the local community, 


Around 200 Strathclyde Anti-Poll 
Tax activists gathered outside the 
house prepared to physically resist 
the Sheriff Officers if necessary. 
When informed of the unwillingness 


GROUP SHORTS 


SPRING FED 


The Springburn Anti-Poll Tax Fed- 
eration was set up to encourage co- 
operation between groups fighting in 
the campaign of non-payment, non- 
collection. The aim of the Federation is 
to pull fresouirets Ie et cama Work is being continued. We are working 
warr a 1. on setting up Unions in the Red Road q ela ‘ rata 
M.P.'s and Counciliors in the north of and Lambhill/Milton areas of the city Goniscreenere i aaah 
city, and most important of all to What we have learned in the lastfew months | Lists the contact address and 
spread the ideas of non-payment, non- is that links must be forged between all numbers: 

collection, into areas which up till now groups who wish to fight the Poll Tax: } & tists the time and place of Open Com- 


iol i The old saying rings true if we are to defeat bahieadnne 
have not joined the Campaign. the Poll Tax “Unily Is strength" We must | (ee Meetings 


fight together. 


Next Sale: Contact Strathclyde Anti-Poll Tax 
Otfice, 12 Renfield Street 


George [Sighthill A.P.T.] 


a delegation to meet Gould and the other 
Councillors but was immediately thrown out 
by the vast majority of those present. 
eer the delegation” shouted the crowd 
off 


A Debate then started among us as to what 
our next step should be. The arguments 
then ranged from barricading doors and 
resisting arrest to an orderly retreat with no 
resistance being offered In the end the 
latter won but not without a significant 
minority having voiced their opposition, « 
The ‘Public image’ of the Federation and the 
possible slant that the media might take 
[what's new?] was deemed more important 
than to build a massive demonstration out- 
side in support of the occupation. 


We immediately addressed the call to the 
Deputy Leader, Bob Gould, to address the 
Lobby. Instead we got the Councils answer 
to Henry Kissinger, well known Govan 
Bullshitter, lan Davidson, who as usual was 
trying to find a ‘compromise’. This entailed 


NEW GROUPS 


In the four months that the Federation has 
been in operation four more Unions have 
joined Woodlands, Keppachhill, Possil and 
Barmulloch College. The tatter two of these 
being set up after Public Meetings being 
called by the Springburn Fed. The Possil 
meeting attracted over a hundred people; 
the meeting was addressed by Tommy 
Sheridan. Secretary of the Strathclyde 
Anti-Poll Tax Federation 


Paul [Possil A.P.T,} 


loPeN & oiREcT| DIRECT 


Ibrox-Cessnock A.P.T. has submitted a 
Resolution to the Strathclyde Federation 
requesting. 


That the Federation compiles and publishes 
a List detailing 


The name of each Anti Poll Tax Group; 
telephone 
In conjunction with this, the list is made 


available to all affiliated Anti Poll Tax 
Groups via their respective Secretary 


We began with the involvement of 
three groups - Haghill A.P.T.U., 
Dennistoun A.P.T.U. and Sighthill 
VU. > Ad-Hoc Body, whose only role is to give 
A.P.T.U. Our first joint involve- direction to the struggle in the north of the 
ment in the Campaign was to city. The next action we will be taking will 
organise a feeder march to the June be a lobby of Michael Martin M.P. for 
24th Demo in Kelvingrove Park, but St aL Schoo! Dennlstoun, 
this was only aside issue tothe main —inuividuet oeleoeks Oroups yan 
y individuals are welcome to come and give 
work we wished to tackle. support to this lobby. Stick together and we 
will win, 


In conclusion it has to be said that the 
Springburn Anti-Poll Tax Federation is an 


All area Federations in Great Britain, and 
asks each Area Federation to provide lists 
of their affiliated local Anti Poll Tax Groups 


Local groups in Strathclyde to be able, there- 
fore. to ‘twin’ with local groups down south, 
thus furthering direct contact and a sense of 

common purpose 

BIGHEADS! The group believes that direct contact can 
ease the pressure on the Executive and 
strengthen direct links throughout the 
country 


PS. The Springburn Fed. would like to 
thank the Woodlands Anti-Poll Tax Union 
for their cash support 


“On the Poll Tax, we are the only tendency 
Prepared to wage a struggle. Without 
‘Militant’ there would have been probably 
100,000 refusing to pay the poll tax in 
Scotland.” 


George [Sighthill A.P.T.] } 11 groups would like a copy of a national net- 


work list of Anti Poll Tax Groups compiled 
by the London Federation, send a stamped 
addressed envelope to us 


P.S. Tell that to the 48% refusing in the 
Western Isles. 


Militant 29th Sept. 1989. 


EDITORIAL 


REFUSE AND RESIST has been launched by a group of anti-Poll 
Tax campaigners who realised not only that the press and broad- 
casting media are giving inadequate coverage of the campaign, 
but that there is Inadequate communication between the various 
Anti-Poll Tax groups within Strathclyde. 


While other areas have publications that keep abreast of local 
activities, and despite the existence of the Anti Poll Tax Fed- 
eration, few community groups in Strathclyde have any knowledge 
of activities In other districts or any experience of working with 
other groups. 


REFUSE AND RESIST alms to forge links between groups and en- 
courage wider involvement in the campaign by: 


a) publicising meetings, poindings, lobbies, demos and fund- 
raising activities. 

b] providing a forum for debate about the policies and direction 
of the campaign. 

¢] providing information that Is not blased by party politics 


CONTACTS: 


All articles, letters and donations to:- 


Anti-Poll Tax Meetings 


to REFUSE & RESIST. 


Refuse and Resist, 
2/3, 182 Ark Lane, 
Glasgow G31 2J5 


Lane for details, 


GOVAN: Contact J. Foster, 445 Govan 
Ra. for details of Meetings. 


or 


Refuse and Resist, 

c/o Murray, 

31 Leven St, 

Glasgow G41 2D 
Midlock St. G51 

Final copy date for the Dec/ Jan issue is 


27th November. Cheques and Postal Orders | POLLOKSHIELDS APT:8p.m. last Wednesday 
should be made out to REFUSE AND RESIST, of month., PDA Hall, McCulloch St. Contact 


929 0336 or 423 8679 
STOP PRESS: For last minute information 


BARMULLOCH COLLEGE APT:1.00 p.m. 
once a week, Barmulloch College. 


DENNISTOUN APT. contact 2/3, 182 Ark 


IBROX- CESSNOCK: Monday fortnightly 
at Whitefield Rd, Community Hall (from 
Oct. 30th), Secretary, D. Mackay, 32 


With the recent publication of the ‘Strathclyde Federation’s PAY 
NO POLL TAX NEWS It may be argued that there is no need for 
REFUSE AND RESIST. But, while any paper that gives Inform- 
atlon about the campaign Is to be welcomed, it is doubtful that 
PAY NO POLL TAX NEWS will give sufficient coverage of grass 
root activities or provide a forum for open debate. 


Asa free paper, REFUSE AND RESIST exists to provide a service 
to all anti-Poll Tax groups, large or small. Use it to advertise 
meetings and local events. It to report 1 cess of your 
group's activitles [or lack of it]. Use It to debate the issues ralsed 
by the Poll Tax and to discuss the campaign against It. If no-one 
In your group feels able to write reports, give us the de! 
the editorial team will write the article. 


REFUSE AND RESIST will publish ret 
letters and advertisements without cencorship. Tho only re- 
striction on publication will be a lack of space. This first issue was 
produced with the financial assistance of several Glasgow groups. 
The sizo of future issues, and the number ‘oples printed, will 
depend on the generosity of concerned Individuals and groups. 
\f you support the alms of REFUSE AND RESIST, ask your group 
to give financial support. Any donation - no matter how small - 
will help ensure the future of REFUSE AND RESIST: 


Margaret [Pollokshields) 


pe! sidents. 
To have your Group listed here, write in 


WOODLANDS AGAINST THE POLL TAX 


Woodlands against the Poll-tax has been In 
existence for about 18 months. During that 
time we @ constantly organised and 
fought against the tax. 


We meet every Tuesday at 7 pm at the 
Woodlands Trust office at 7 Lynedoch Street 
in Woodlands. The meetings are open to all 
who want to get involved, so please feel free 
to drop in. As well as our meetings we have 
a weekly stall in Great Western Road at the 
Co-op where we provide information and 
leaflet passers-by. 


GOVAN DEMONSTRATION AGAINST 
POLL TAX FOR 220CTOBER 


Communily organisations in Govan are 


or details of events requiring coverage 
by the editorial team call - 


041 423 8679 or 427 6398 


TRANSLATE REFUSE & RESIST INTU ANY’ 
HINORITY L SES. MO COPYAISHT . 


POSSIL APT: 7 p.m. every Wed. Fossit 
Community Council Flat, Sunnylaw St.Contact 
Angela McCormack 336 5359 


SPRINGBURN FEDERATION: 7.20 p.m. 
every second Monday, 49 Fountainwell 
Terr. ith floor "49 Asso." Sighthill. 


being asked to support demonstrations 
through the streets of Govan on Sunday, 22 
October. It is planned to hold a rally in 
Elderpark and to provide entertainment in 
the Pearce Institute. The demonstration will 
assemble at Govan Cross and march off at 
12 noon. 


COST» Px -!f US DOING THIS, 


SN TIN TOITIONS WITH THd ENGATILED CiTAREeL, |[15 MINVIES, LATER... 
EYEACKOYS LABOVR COVNCILLORS, VANGVAR, 


STRATHCCYOE REGIOVAL COUNGL HO 


n 7 e 


PEOPLE, EmeRESs THEIR SUPPORT WOR 1aK 
LL TAY CAMPAIGN, « 


MY OEY FoR, bas 


YG SE wanted 
Te BK THe LIFE 
N 30UL OF THE’ 
Panty, Gut uc's 


VIBE AS =, 


STOP PRESS 


FED VICTORY LATEST RESULT ea 


Thursdi Over SO Anti- Poll Tax Protestors occupied the 
offices of Gray Scot & Co. (Sheriff Officers) Jamaica Street, 
Glasgow. 


The occupation organised by the Strathclyde Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation came about as a result of a poinding which took place 


in the home of Jean Patton, Black Court, Paisley. 


The demand was that the occupation would continue until the threat 
of a warrant sale against Mrs Patton was lifted. After three hours 
in the offices of "The Sheriff's men™ they decided to drop their 
action against Mrs Patton and thus put the ball back into the court 
of the Council. 


What was shown by this action was that when the Federation go 
on the offensive we get results. 


Paul (Possil) 


/ 


CRS 3fE/5 7 t 
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NEWS FROM LOCAL ANTI=POLL TAX GROUPS 


June/July ’90 


VIOLENCE? WHAT VIOLENCE? 


Much has been said and written over the last few months about the events of the anti-Poll 
Tax demo in London. But the glare of the media boys seems to have missed another major 
every that took place on March 31st. The event in question is the anti-Poll Tax demo on the 
streets of Glasgow. 


45,000 people from all over Scotland took to the streets to show the Tories, the Councils, and the Shentt 
Officers, that the people of Scotland (1.5 million not paid) won't stand for the Poll Tax or the collection 
procedure that comes with it 

Some people have pointed out that the Glasgow demo was peaceful and, to some extent, this 15 true 
But, while we never had working class people having to defend themselves against the violence of the 
stale, there were a number of incidents which seem to have escaped the notice of Campaign leaders 
Maybe they just slipped someone's mind. 

1. Betore the demo took place the contro! of the event was handed over to the police, we can, and 
should, steward our own demos. 2. Before, and as the demo moved off, people were herded out of 
George Square by both Federation stewards and mounted police. This provoked anger among many 
demonstrators. 

3. When we take to the streets in protest we shouldnt let the police split our ranks, yet the organisers 
calmly allowed the police to split the demo into three sections. This almost resulted in a munt-riot at thi 
railway bndge in Ballater St, when the Edinburgh groups were split by mounted police. Several 
demonstrators demanded that stewards use their waikie-lalkies to ask the demo leaders to stop until the 
march was re-united, but the stewards were more concerned with making demonstrators go along with 
police demands. After a tense period of controntation, those who were being held back, broke through 
to re-group and it was only because of their lack of numbers that the police backed down 

4. Threats of violence were aimed at an R & R distributor on the demo by some members of Mil. ooops! 
sorry, Castiemilk APTU, 5. The most disturbing incident of the day was when Jack Harvey (Assistant 
Secretary of the Strathclyde Fed. AND the chiet steward of the march) was slashed at the rally in 
Queen's Park. Thankfully, Jack was not too badly injured, but we should have been able to ensure the 
safety of those who were on the demo, including the chief steward 

These incidents should never have happened. We can't allow the police to control, or take part in 
deciding, what actions we take. After all, they are only workers in uniform (Ho, ho, ho, | don't think) 
Threats of violence, and acts of violence at the Glasgow demo, have not been condemned by the 
Federation leadership Perhaps the perpetrators of violence were in the wrong organisation (or right 
‘one, depending on where you stand) to be condemned. But if violence is to play any part in our 
campaign, it should be aimed at our enemies. not our fiends 

| would ask that double standards don't apply. | can, and will, support those who defend themselves 
against the violence of the state, before supporting those who intimidate and atlack members of their 
own class. 

FIND OUT WHO YOUR REAL ENEMY IS. STAND UP AND DO THE RIGHT THING. 


(KIDDER) 


Uheldin sem===eeeeseoeeees 
search for 


Newington, north London. 
Later, a spokesman said six 
were being questioned about 


The operation in London, in 
which at least one man was in 
jured, was described by the Tra- 


dozen 


° 
. 
rioters 
Eleven people suspected of being 
involved in the ‘Trafalgar Square 
ant-poll tax riot were arrested by 
police during a series of dawn 
muds on a housing estite in 
Stamford Hill, north London, 
During the raid, doors were 
broken down and fittings and 
furniture smashed. Police carried 
search warranty entitling them to 
remove clothing and correspon- 
dence, Three people were 
charged with violent disorder. 


falgar Square Defendants’ Cam- 
paign as an “aggressive fishing 
expedition” 

In one Mat, police sprayed a 
dog with a gas cannister, ac- 
cording to a witness. Another 
described police in plain clothes 
moving on to an estate with 
hatchets slung over their 
shoulders. 

Scotland Yard at first said 
that those arrested were anar- 
chists and supporters of animal 
rights groups living in eight 
squats in Hackney and Stoke 


the riot and five about stolen 


goods 
He was unable to explain the 
reference to animal rights 
groups and denied that any of 
the 11 were suspected of taking 
part in recent bomb attacks by 
the Animal Liberation Front. 
Five of the premises are on 
the Holmleigh Road estate in 
Stamford Hill, north London, 
Residents denied they were 
squats, although one block on 
the estate has been occupied by 
‘squatters for about four years. 


GUARDIAN ; Friday 22nd June 1990 


THE 


FIGHT 15 On 


Avo we wie WI 
To See THIER 


Resistance to the Poll Tax is winning 
out. The levels of non-payment and 
the massive difficulty of collecting unpaid 
tux for over 15 months is causing major 
problems for the Tory governinent and 
Regional Councils. 


The Councils have passed over 3 million 
numes to Sheriff Officers. But this has 
remained largely an empty threat. Unable 
to massage and disguise the figures any 
longer, the limited use of Sheriff Officers 
in Grampian and Lothians have not mude 
much impact on the high levels of 
defiance. 


In Strathclyde we have had false alarms 
in Foxbar and Dumbarton, and incidents 
in Barrhead and Lanarkshire, ~but’ the 
or so firms of Sheriff Officers 
don't seem to know where to start. With 
occupation of at least 5 firms we have 
realised that attack is the best_form 
of defence and forced Sheriff Officers 
to consider sticking to '4 Day Warning 
Notices' or risk further direct action 
against them. Maybe they're negotiating 
‘Danger Money"! In Edinburgh and the 
Lothians, the first wave of attempted 
poindings has ground to a halt, with le 
tun 10% success for the Sheriff Officers 
and the Council changing the amount 
they pay firms like Love & Co. to 
performance bused results. 


Cont. pil 
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EDITORIAL 
When R & R sent two delegates to the recent 
Scottish Federation Conference, they were 
denied admission. The first excuse given was 
that the cheque for our Affiliation and 
delegation fees had not yet been cleared by 
the bank (12 days after Craig Beaton accepted 
it). 

When Margaret Murray offered to pay cash, there 
was some consultation among Fereration (Militant) 
stewards and Executive members who came up 
with a new reason for barring us from the hall 

FUSE & RESIST TEAM ARE NOT ABONA 

TE ANTL-POLL TAX GROUP! 

What about the Trade Union affiliates? The 
Tenants’ Association affiliates? etc. etc. What 
about our cheque? Why was it accepted? Why 
hasn't it been returned? 

Come on Tommy, are you and your cronies so 
scared of open debate that you will turn the 
Federation into a sectarian organisation? Can't you 
accept the value of constructive criticism? 

if the R & R team don't represent opposition to the 
Poll Tax, who does? 

We watched and listened from the public gallery as 
an Edinburgh delegate tried to raise a point of order 
concerning our plight. She was booed and hissed 
from the floor, and interrupted by the platform. Is 
this the ‘truly democratic’ Federation in action? If 
$0, we might as well go it alone, many of us already 
have 

We need the Militant notion of democracy as much 
as we need the Poll Tax. 


Not Just Local! 


resist 
have 


Forming 9 support group to 
collection of the Poll ‘Tax doesn't 
to be confined to local comiunity t 
proups. 


he West) Yorkshire Discussion 


a Libertarian Socialist: circle of 


for ‘Here é& Now' magazine, have just 

formed their own. ‘This is) in addition 

1 being a member of a hospital APE 
place. group and 2. being involved 
Aritley APT. There 1s 

ey tation that the "Pree Unive 


of Glasgow! will also form such an interest 


sd support network soon. 


bus 


Contact FLL ‘Transmission, 28° King 


St. GESQP 


MESSAGE FROM MANAGUA 


SHUT YOUR GOB... . ORLOSE YOUR JOB 


This is the message that Hackney Council are 
conveying to their employees through the political 
victimisation of Andy Murphy. Although Andy was 
reinstated (to avoid a damaging 24 hour stnke 
before the May elections) he still has the threat of 
being sacked for his political beliefs, hanging over 
him 

On 6th May he was 
which states, 
Federation, you have brought the Council into disrepute 
The published matenal directly associates you with, and 
supports, the aims and pnnciples of that organisation 
which are incompatible with the responsibilities of the 
Councit 


employees This poses a grave threat to every single 
Council Worker and it must be fought at all costs! 


THE GREAT ESCAPE 


A number of people had to make a shurp 
exit from a recent occupation against 
benefit arrestments at a D.S.S. office. 
After the initial excitement of rushing 
in and barricading the place, two 
Militant full-timers called a meeting 
to begin negotiations. As time went 
by they stopped having meetings to 
decide what to do next and started 
negotiating with the police and then 
told everyone else what they had 
decided! The police were allowed into 
the occupation to make sure no damage 
was done. The staff could have done 


GO SLOW 
AND APPEAL 


cccupation — ut 
numerous pickets a 


With the pressure of stuff stortuy 

umongst low-grade workers und growin 
computerisation und the introductist 
of new systems of payment, the Chsa 
hus generully shown Wo enthusiasm 
luke om this exten worklood. In Ceuigten 


this. Some people were not prepared ta el ita ahs A cestionnle 
is. ‘Ss for claimants Penile, Curd 
for the planned length of the occupation | cccerull, Govan, bros. ssnock ete, 


hie untouched 4 month ufter the Ite, 
seit them on. 


and had to leave early. The police, 
who had now checked all the barricades, 
and knew the number of people involved, 
insisted that everyone gave their name, 
uddress and date of birth before leaving. 
However, some people in this world} iiy y 
don't see the point in giving these details }of ther 
to the police unless they have to. They ee 
left via a window. They may have €VEN | eoufiemed that w Right of Appeal exits 
thought that the police are not neutral |iinkeu to Overpuyment’ Itegulations, 
observers in the struggle against the Seaaswige olbirssteete ts will be 
poll tax, as the events in Trafalgar | 3 . 
Square have clearly shown, but are 

there to serve the interests of the ruling 


cluss. 
We can only hope that from now on 


Militant’ stick to their policy of not 
telling anti-poll tux groups they don't 
control, about planned occupations. 


gion 


AL the 
WOs are 
the Magnet 
arrest 


+ some Manugers ang 
that c 
Appeal 


1989/90 Poll ‘Tax. Although 
ut is tecluical and typically 
Welfure Wights Workers. tuve 


If no Written Decision is issued, there 
is no time limit to the Might of Appeal, 
Ihe muin point of uppeuling is to clog 
the system with thousands of uppeuls, 
und ulso insist’ on the reinstatement 
of uny benefit urrested prior to an Appeul 
being lod; Welfure Rights offices 
and a good Informution or Advice Centre 
should be able to advise cluimants, but 
its likely that a "Test Case’ will emerge 
which will give uw good indiculion if a 
purticular yround for uppe 
to deluy Direct Payment Arrestinents, 


The One That Got Away (With a Few 
Others). 


Jn u ranking system, the Poll Tux comes 
lu poor fourth to Kent, other Housing 
‘Meat with Rent’ and 
Claimants with a total of 
recovered from their Income 
Support for other arreurs cannot have 
the Poll Tax added on to this and their 
cuse would go back to the Region for 
ln "bad det write-off oF sent on to the 
Sheriff Officers with the other 40U,0v0 
hugh mountain. 


sued with a Notice of Complaint [It appeurs that only a small fraction 
of people on Income Support who have 
fuiled or refused to pay their Poll Tax 
identified by the 
: only 7,000 initially, 
tinny people, including your, 
People on £24.80 0 week ure being pursued 
for the full Poll ‘Tax, because of 
technicalities about forms being returned 
between April-June 1989, Many other 
claimants in the private rented sector 
are also contimuully moving around and 
Cuusinys enormous problems of traciyy 
Poll Lux cevis. 


By acting as a spokesperson for Class War 


its employees 
Council is attempting to ‘vet’ the political views of its 


Local Anti-Poll 
in publicisiryy claimants Wt 
~ opposite Cruigton 1 fon the 28th 
June nt 12.15 a rally iy organised aiming 
to allruct CRSA workers und claimati 
alike, of, us in Parkhead and Edinbury 
developing links between workers and 
welivists in the hope thut solidarity cua 
velay or refuse to collect the Poll ‘Tax 
in this way. People on Income Support 
need to be perunded to stay active it 
the unti-Voll Tax fight and not sec their 
Direct Payment Arrestment as separate 
wad unrelated to tose threatencd with 
Poindings und Warrant Sales. 


‘Tax groups ure active 
Int of Appeal 


Keith (Ibrox-Cessnuck) 


HIGH NOON -for Sherriffs. 


The anti poll tax movement defeated 
3 attempts by the Sheriff Officers to 
carry out "mass poindings" in Edinburgh 
in April. 


The Sheriffs men targetted 3 areas. 
Several non-payers in euch neighbourhood 
received a letter fixing a date for a 
Poinding and threatening that "If no- 
one is present on snid date, the Warrant 
to enforce entry by breaking open, shut- 
lockfast’ pluces will, if necessury, be 
implemented". 


On 10th April anti poll tax campaigners 
luy in wait for the Sheriff Officers at 
homes in the High St. area. The highlight 
of the day's resistance organised by 
Southside Aguinst the Poll Tax - came 
when 200 people defended a non-puyer's 
home by completely filling Paisley Close. 
Needless to suy the Sheriffs didn't show. 


The state thugs had put in an Oppearance 
earlier, ut other homes, but the constant 
Presence of protestors ensured that even 
when they gained access they were unuble 
to poind a single item. 


The following day suw Haymarket 
Tolleross Anti Poll Tux Cumpuign co- 
ordinating the defence of non-payers 


in the Grassmarket area. The Sheriff's 
"duwn strike" wus to no avail - even 
when the Sheriffs had police backup 


some non-payers kept their doors locked 
und bolted in defiance. 


At lunchtiine the Grassmarket wus chock 
4 block with 200 protestors who excitedly 
charged this way and that at the slightest 
hint’ of a suspected Sheriff Officer! 
It was another total victory for the 
Sheriffbusters - not one poinding all 
day. 


Stockbridge Show-Down 


The Stockbridge and Comely Bank 
neighbourhoods were the séene for the 
next showdown, Over 17th-18th April 
150 people were involved in defending 
11 non-paying households. Being involved 
in Stockbridge New Town Anti Poll Tax 
Group 1 can describe what happened 
in some detuil. 

‘The successful two days physical defence 
of those non-payers homes was only 
possible because of our previous activity 
in the community. When, curler this 
year, the = Sheriff Officers — had 
handdelivered threatening letters to 
local non-payers, our Group countered 
by flyposting STOP THE SHERIFF flyers, 
with our Hotline Phone Nos. We visited 
virtually everyone who rung with leaflets, 
advice ete. 


The delivery of the "poinding" letters 
saw us repeat the flyposting and personal 
visits - together with an intensified 
advertising of our group meetings. 
Attendance leupt from 6-18 per fortnight 
to 25-30 weekly. 


Around 15 non-payers from 11 households 
contacted us to say they had received 


"poinding date" letters, At our group 
meetings we had long thorough discussions 
about whut we should do. Eventually 
it’ wos unanimously agreed we would 
muster us mony people as possible to 
stond guard at cach non-payers home. 
3,000 leaflets advertising the resistance 
were distributed to local homes ond 
the call was put out to other groups 
in Lothian, 


On the 17th we were position at oll 
6 homes before 8 a.m, (the eurliest 
(normal) legal times for ea poinding). 


All homes were in ‘phone contact, with 
one acting as abuse. There were leaflets 
for passers-by, plus an information sheet 
listing the homes being defended, Sheriffs 
car registrution numbers, a lawyer's 
telephone number, etc... 


Piled In 


The Sheriff Officers made their move 
tround 8.30 wan. Several teams were 
involved. With one set seemingly acting 
as u decoy, 2 Sheriffs gained access 
to u flat in Cheyne St. But anti poll 
tux protestors piled in after them, and 
the Sheriffs were unable to poind 
unything. 


By now protestors from the other flats 


~ alerted by phone ~ were converging 
on Cheyne St. The Sheriff Officers 
ignored the other nearby flats due for 


poindings and made a rapid it stage 
left! Frantic chases ens’ as the 
Sheriffs fled with nonpayers in hot 
Pursuit. The state bully boys soon left 


the area, some with their car acrials 
resembling @ surreal modern sculpture! 
No more poindings were attempted. 
That afternoon 100-150 people held an 
impromptu. march round Stockbridge. 
This was a great success, drawing in 
passers-by and boosting morale sky-high. 
Our appetites whetted, we got stuck 
into the goodies at our “anti poll tax 
tea party" held outside some of the 
threatened homes. 

Next day we successfully defended 5 
homes. Sheriffs were sighted several 
times but our constant presence 


+) 
Pressured To Campaign 


17 Anti-Poll Tax protestors face "Breach 
of the Peace” charges on the 20th/21st 
and 22nd June at the Sheriff Court in 
the Lawnmarket. 


Pressure by 8 of the accused has forced 
the Lothian Federation and ‘Militant! 
supporters into joining o cumpuign to 
huve the charges (during an occupation 
of Love & Co. Sheriff Officers) dropped. 


Stymied by statements, such as "We're 
too busy" (Andy Clachurs 
Vice-Chairperson, but himself one of 
the uccused), a meeting has been arranged 
to organise the lobby of the court on 
the 3 days und involve the independent 
Anti-Poll Tax proups. Faced with this 
Groundswell from below, Andy Clachurs 
unnounced that a Federation poster hud 
been commissioned and that all the 17 
would join the united conipaign to "Defend 
tie 17". 


Info. from Edinburgh R. & R. Contacts 


POSSIL FIGHTS BACK 


Fossil APTL 1D. Bruce, 
(Glasgow), to 


of 


oce 


Sheriff Officers 


Take action 


College) 


mointuined right up to 8 p.m. - scured 
then off. Two days ~ not one poinding. 


Poindings No More 


Since then the Sheriff Officers have, 
4s fur as we know, ied no more such 
letters setting dates for poindings. 


The successful organisation of these 
actions was carried out by the locul 
anti poll tax groups - oll 3. are 


“independent” non-party dominated groups 
~ with significant solidarity from round 
Lothian, Neither the Lothian Federation 


Executive nor any political tendency 
played any organising role. (Perhaps 
this is why the ‘Militant’ Federation 


Seeretury omitted all mention of these 
actions in his "report" of Lothian.activity 
to the Scottish Federation Confesence.) 


3 lessons that could be drawn from these 
events: 


~ Don't be content to just defend 2 or 
3 committed non-payers against poindings, 
Do extensive publicity to draw in all 
the others you don't know about. 


Guard every non-payers home fron 
8 am. to 8 p.m. The Sheriffs usuully 
strike early, i 


~ Be ready to toke action such as a local 
march round the threatened homes. Wis 
helps us go on the offensive. eryone 
in the arca should know what's going 
on, 

John Bull, Stockbridge New Town Anti 
Poll Tax Group, Edinburgh 


1t was entirely predictable 
given that a precedent had 
already been = set after 
Wapping, that the police would 
demand and be given access to 
all photographic and video film 
taken by journalists during the 
Poll Tax fiot tn Trafalgar 
square. This ‘evidence’ was, 
the police claimed, vital if 
they were to first identify, 
then arrest and prosecute the 
alleged "ring leaders'. 

It was also entirely predictable 
that while some sections of 
the media would offer the 
fevidence' with unconcealed 
enthusiasm others like the 
Guardian of Observer would 
refuse point blunk on principle 
= until ordered to do so in 
court. This was an entirely 
proper protest commented the 
presiding judge approvingly, as 
the media in 'a free country" 
could not automatically be 
expected to become the "eyes 
and ears of the police” and in 
any case they had’ plenty of 
video and photographic 
evidence of thelr own. 

The owners, editors and 
Journalists of those publications 
that contested the order in 
court may indeed feel that 
honour has been satisfied, or 
in any case hope that such a 
token gesture will be sufficient 
in future to distinguish their 
journalists from those of the 
"police sheets! such as the 
Star and the Sun that eagerly 
volunteered the information. 
If so, they are Hable to be 
quickly disillusioned. For in 
the teal world it will matt 
little who is subsequently 
failed. Whether the — photo~ 
graphic evidence supplied to 
the prosecution came from the 
impeccably principled Guardian 
of the propagandists of the 
Dally star on the rabid right. 


The end result ts the same. 
Both newspapers have supplied 
material to be sifted through 
by the police at thelr leisure; 
the police have been granted 
all the evidence which of 
course will be used selectively, 
in the sense Uthat the police 
1} select those photographs 
t in any subsequent court 
case only and exclusively are 
of benefit to the prosecution, 
similar contradictory evidence 
that might benefit a defendant 
can be trimmed, withheld or 
destroyed. 
What makes matters worse ts 
the fact that what they the 
reporters witnessed, was not a 
clash between pro~ and anti~ 
Poll Tax demonstrators, with 
the police there as the 
impartial neutral rep- 
resentatives of law and order, 
it was in fact a battle 
between the police and the 
marchers, following an attack 
on the marchers by the polic: 
Media hacks tay in Cute 
seek reluge in the "conspiracy 
theory’ of their own making, 
that the riot was planned by 
groups such «4s Class War, 
which is laughable, of the SWP 
which if possible, is even more 
incredible. However, from 
eye-witness accounts, and the 
number of letters which 


organisation on the 
Metropolitan police. 


trouble, large numbers of plain 


infiltrate the crowd. 


outside Downing Street, 


preventing thousands of people 
{rom teaching their destination 


remonstrated of objected 


march tn support of t 
with exactly 


the rallying point of the 


Downing Stre 


denied as they tequired 7 days 


‘tlash point areus! 


completely peaceful crowd 


that they wish 


any time ordered or instructed 


communication 
use of violence 


police chose that metho 
was done intentionally. 

Despite police claims that 
the objective was to cle 


who had travelled 
country and 
whose coaches were parked on 
Embankment 

prevented by 


and Instead were forced back 
in the direction of the trouble. 


WHEN NO NEWS MAY BE GOOD NEWS! 
(Courtesy of RED ACTION) 


area, — Picadilly, 


Cross. Waterloo, 
Square and for a 
tadius of a couple of miles 
around were closed Wo the 


public. 

G * and conspicuous 
nounds of bricks do nasonty 
had been dumped for 10 
apparent reason onthe 
pavement in the Haymarket 
This was the one and only 
exit-route from the Square 
chosen by the police tur the 
demonstrators still coralles 
outside the National Portrait 
Gallery at about 6.30, © The 
impromtu march which resulted 
from the ~— evacuation — wits 
unescorted by any police at 
all, so predictably the whole 
area echoed to the sound of 
broken glass. 

Apolopists for the polic 
that all of this if true ass as 
a result of ‘inept policing’. If 
so, millions of pounds of rate 
payers money has been wasted 
in the riot control techniques 
wt Met has been perfecting 
over the past 10 years. 

At no time except perhaps for 
a short jod around Trafalgar 
Square when both the Higgs 
and Hill offices and the S. 
African E » on fire 
did the pol art to have 
bitten off more than they 
could coalortably cl = 
where they were notin 
complete control of the 
situation. The — repeated 
charges by = mounted = and 
insufficent numbers of riot 
police were never intended and 
could not dislodge the 2,000 
stron section fighting back. 
If the intention was not to 
dispetse them, It was only to 
provoke them. At the very 
height of the ‘fighting, 
uh 3 af police loitered 


say 


re 


rturbed and 
unemployed in Whitehall. 
Everything was obviously under 
control, everything was 


evidently going to plan. It ts 
for this reason that the entire 
media are culpable, because 
not one paper has to our 
know leds sought to answer 
these questions; the questions 
themselves have not even been 
posed. 

For them to then calmly hand 
over all visual evidence to the 
willing participants, if not the 
instigators of the riot, to help 
head-hunt those the police had 
pushed to a fight on the 
Rround the oolice prepared and 


selected beforehand = isto 
accept in advance of any 
inquiry the police version of 
events; that not only were 
they entirely blameless but 
that they ‘acted with 
restraint’. Presumably they 
jalso accept that members of 
their own profession, 
journalists from the Daily Mail 
and Tine magazine, victims of 
police axression, were either 
toting at the time, are secret 
members of Class War, or that 


the injuries they suffered were 
self-inflicted. 

Whatever t feason, whether 
it was dee to @ natural bias 
towards the police, — self= 
or simply a cuse of 
funk, their response 
to all police pressure, un- 
doubtedly means that in 
future, all representatives of 
the media will be regarded 
riyihtly as accomplices or 
potential accomplices of the 
police. 

Se they are prepared to 
allow others to wo to jail to 
avoid yom: to jail themselves 


{the probable result of detying 
the court) they have finally 
[forfeited the list vestige of 
either integrity or 
indey 

On April the Sun in its 
editorial shy are sor 
newspay TV pani 
reluc to tand over 


Trafalgar Squire Not pictures 
to Scotland yard? It is absurd 
to argue Ulet photonraphers 
are in Some Way ral 
observers. No-one is neutral 
in the satruggle = arainst 
violence”. 


The Sun has admitted that 
their employees are "the 
willing agents of the state." 
We the general public should 
be grateful for this unusual 
not to say unique display of 
honesty, Now we know 
exactly where they stand, they 
can expect at some future 
date to discover exactly where 
we stand, Where the Sun, Sky 
TV, the Daily Star ete 
volunteer, others are 


conscripted after only the 


most timid resistence, the end 
result being in any case the 


same. 


During the battle in Trafalgar 


Square, there were a number 
of attacks on TV crws which 


were carried out by lone 
individuals and appeared quite 
spontancous. There is little 
doubt that in the future the: 
attacks may lose something of 
their spontaneity. 

When this happens there will 
be no point in them screaming 
about ‘freedom of the press’. 
nor will anything be yained by 
searching police files for the 
perpetrators, when they need 
only look in the mirror to sre 
those ultimately responsible. 


STATE VIOLENCE 


Trafalgar Square was just another violent epsode tat 
echoed many others in our recent history. the M 
the Toxteth riot, Wapping, the Student Demoin 88 A 
Of these assauits on the general public 
workers. students, husbands, wives, daughters, 
the general public) mote ces are mad 
ensure thal the Police Force are even better p 
next attack 


w 
what they are doing 


In the next few pages. some of t 
were forced to defend themse) 


3.00pm 

Ssh down prowst outande gates to Downing Steck two 
hours afice the march began Police in full not gear charge 
euhout waming and beat prouswins (phow) Demonsuators 
respond and yorile euh police Sull calm in square 


itis not for nothing that the Tories have poured vast 3.15pm 

sums of public money into “improving” the Police — pyice cordin oll Whuichall to divert march via Embankment 
Force When they increase numbers and produce — and Nenhumberland Avenue wo Trafalgar Square 
equipped, well-trained, not squads, they know Heavy handad veaument couses seulTies and canfrontauon 


3.45pm 
Polwe seal off Whuehall and charge &: 
wah mounted polar 


3.55pm 
Demonsurairs uapped in Whuiehall by polwe cordons escape 


‘hough aide aiteets io re join the diveried march on 
Embankment and Norhumberland Avenue 


ad demons aioe 


We were given no war ning... The use of horses was indiscriminate, it was surprising no one wa 


= killed’ 


It is total stupidity to say that the Poll Tax could be defes 
by bricks and bottles alone. In fact, who would actually say that? The 
plain answer a5 no-o: Every invelved in the struggle against the 
Poll Tax knows that it will only be cated by mass non-payment across 


the country. But for mass non-payment to arow and develop, it must have 
a collective voice: that was the den rat And that's why the TUC 

the Labour Party, despite all the pl from Militant etc, were 
never going to organise a march against the Poll Tax. Beca such a 


march would help to breakdown the crippling fear and isolation of much 
of the working class. Thus the d ration and its development fron 
that into a full-scale riot reflected the mood of many people, even 
those who did not actively participate in the riot. The mood was angry 
and defiant - it was not a mood of passivity, it was not a mood that was 
willing to listen to rhetoric from the platform and then go home happy. 
It was a mood of "fuck it, we've had er - This is not a matter of 
"a tiny handful of anarchists" as both the popular and left papers have 
tried to portray it - this is a matter of a vast number of working class 
people. To deny that is to deny truth itself. For all the sickening lies 
of Militant, the fact is that a lot of their own members were ready to 
ruck and eagerly seized the opportunity to ttle old scores and express 
their frustrations. The reason for this that many of their members 
are ordinary working class people - not removed from reality bureau- 
crats, academics and other middle class professionals. A lot of people 
had a lot of anger that day. 

The struggle against the Pol] Tax, like all working class stru- 
ggles, faces enormous problems and difficulties.One of the main problems 
that it faces is the control of all forms of media by the ruling class. 
This is not an absolute totalitarian control - such a policy would be 
counter-productive. It is a sophisticated and subtle policy that allows 
‘World In Action’, Paul Foot in the 'D. y Mirror’ and so on to give the 
illusion of freedo: but maintains a tight grip that ensures all media 
is dominated by bourgeois views, politics and opinions. If there had 
been no riot at the end of the demonstration, then it would have got no 
more than a few lines in the papers and a brief mention on the telly 
Remember the Glasgow deronstration the Poll Tax last y. 
20,000 people were on it, a massi of opposition 
censored. Militant and their il, complain about th 
right to be heard, suffer from no such illusions and we do not seed 
to encourage such illusions within our class. But the media had te cover 
the riot - partly because they wanted to smear the mass movement, but 
also because it was so huge. So the demonstration and riot against the 
Poll Tax were spread across ail front pag on all news bulletins: no- 
one could now say that they did not know there was enormous and powerful 
opposition to the Poll Tax. And this, of course, can only help to build 
mass non-payment. All the isolated, worried, frightened people around 
the country would have taken great heart that they're not alone in their 
hatred of the Poll Tax and their desire to smash it into the ground. But 


AVE bane nam hae the winlannn will “atvanatn” nannia fran the etruaa) 


4.05pm 


(Crush a1 Trafalgar Syuare end of Northumberland Avenue as 
police aterpe to (orce maschers Wo enter the wquare Uvee 
wrcast 


4.15pm 


(Crush 30 iense thas crowd begin to shout “Hillsborough” to 
police 


4.20pm 


Ast s . ‘ 
APON ab top uf Nonhumbetiatd Avenue otal a ¥ 
Sermumsirabns, rary Suffering muah inet es 


4.25pm 


Press photographers climb teat 
Nurtiamberland Averuc, fullowed 
Gvu~ munnien va putve bivahade 
sedche ges seas dram Notbusitht 
San nay cried at pee nuppeticd by 
Fowediv retreat by ang coed 


4.35pm 


Rreviously pea. 
cruvhed demonatraior 
auention on Whirchall, Post it guarded hy a 


4.40pm 


stung and 
sdvance, b 
Square 
4.45pm 

Tulse vane on the Suand dive aur cnred at sped One 


snattaint Caught up by van and tagged MA! yaNds Angry 
rad hen attacks the vant 


Ing. WE Snaty police teiteat asd mot prioe 
ong indncrimunaiely, Wy edge of Trafalgar 


Moranied not police charge (rom Whiiehall thivugh Trafalgar 
Square w St Masun’s Lane, balorumg and wampling crowd 
Followed by numerous (urrder charges, many injures Poluc 
forays provide target for im 


5.00pm 


Kunning battles in Tralalgar Square. as pul balun 
demonszaiory wha respond by alahing rine vehuctes 
Ponukatans on scalfulding on oge comer sei alight 


5.00-6.00pm 


Mou comes depart 


5.30pm 


Police force demansizaiors to the north sade of Trafalgar Square 
‘wud ferocious baton charges, and disperse them iio the West 
End where spormic noung, fighung and looting conunve for 
several hows. 


arrives at 
away before they 


coule {23m snyone. 


By nov, lines of riot police had 
roved up Whitehall and there vas @ stand- 
off, We didn't have enough ammo to drive 
them back and they didn't have the nuz- 
bers (yet) to charge so many of us, 
hat happened vas that the tvo groups 
stood only feet apart and every now and 
then scuffles vould break out and fight- 
ing vould spread along the line. Police 
vould try and snatch someone, or sone 
brave souls vould grab a riot sheild and 
drag the attatched copper into the sob. 
On both sides gruesoze ‘tug of vars! 
happened vhen an unfortunate cop or 


rioter vould be pulled too and fro by 
us and thes until one side or the other 
gave up. 


Injuries vere happening: copper: 
kicked in or felled by missiles, and 
rioters hit by batons. Wheras wounded 
cops went to the rr: post bloodied 
devonstrators stayed in the crowd - this 
after all, was not one Co be nissed! 


tradvelly, as police numbers grew, 
they were able to push us back into 
Trafalgar Square. But as it turned out, 
this vas a mistake. In Whitehall you 
hud @ relotively sal] ‘front’, bur as 
the police line came into the squarc, 
bore and more demonstrators vere sble 
to get at then. By nov, Trafalgar Sq 
was cospletely in the hands of thy 
warchers ~ all police hac been 
Grawn, This meant thathuncre 


On embassy, giving Chen o yucs ¥ 
of the fighting, Appare 
organisers were using ther F. 
to tell everyoue to go bose = bes ite 
square was still totally crowded, so 
obviously no-one wat listening! 


ayo ter 


At inde point the police nace 
mistane of the day. For su 
Teason the left band side of ¢ 
(as ve looked at them) vas orceres ¢ 

charge ante the square while those © 

the right resained motionless. as they 
went forvard they got hit fr 
sides and the charge slowed in the h. 
of missiles. They never sade contact 


mounted officers confront protesters off Whitehall. 


but still they 
other halt of 


n't nove up the 


with the crowd, who just opened up and 
let thes in - then let thes have it 
vith anything to : Instead of ret- 
Teating, the cops tried to forn a sheild 
Wall but were getting rapidly thinned 
out. 

1 


police 


sas on the ripht hand side of the 
near Neleor'+ Colwon) and here 
very little te throw, People 
@ what they could and the crowd 
roared when direct hits vere scored. 
Those at the front vere running towards 
the police and having to pick up nise- 
iles thrown by other sections of the 
crovd. Every now and then dazed and un- 
conscious riot cops would be dragged 


from the fray. All we could do var 
cheer! 


chue 


Tt was then that sone bright spark 
on the scaffolding decided to set sone 
portakabins alight (vou must have seen 
thir on the news), Then {lanes could be 
seen coming from the South African enb= 
arsy. Mere cheers! 


By now the action had moved past 
the embassy and up towards St Martins 
church. A cordon of ‘ordinary’ cope had 
formed in front of us and things were 
pretty quiet. One incident shoved though 
that people here were still willing to 
have s go. A punk, whe vas totally 
pissed, picked up e rock and walked to 
within about three feet of the cordon. 
Me threw it straipht at a copper and 
then stagerered back into the crowd. Tyo 
seconds later ] plods and a flat-hat ran 
in ofter him, The punk started to run 
© ef his condition, he fell 
e cope pounced o tep of hin 


but Seen 


to the cordon sinus hate and r 
vou could see the blood on their faces 


Everyone was buzzing after that - this 
vas our bit of the square and we weren't 
going to have pigs running round nicking 
people! As for the punk, he stayed on 
the floor a while, savouring hie liber- 
ation in w drink and riot induced stupor! 


After that I went up past St Martins 
church. It was 6.30pm by the clock and 
was seperated from my mates and wond- 
ering if/now I vas going to get out of 
Longon. But there was still rioting to 
ve Gone! 1 walked through the furthest 
sane of police and inco the narrow str- 
leading to Covent Garden, an area 
slere no cop had yet ventured. Most 
shops had been vell and truly looted 
tut it was by no means indescripinate. 


For instance a kiosk was still open, 
selling food to the rioters while two 
doors down, Barclays Bank had beed 
trashed. Sports cars were forming a 
burning barricade across the road but 
50 yards avay motorists were being vaved 
through the crowd. It was wealth that 
Sas the target - Stringfellows nightclub, 
car showrooms, jewellers and West End 
vuppie shops - these were the victims, 
not stall shopkeepers or passers-by as 
the gutter press would have you believe. 
For once it vas the rich who got # taste 
of our anger ~ we should take it to the 
West End and Whitehall a lot pore often. 


1 had to leave after that, tired but 
happy. When 1 got home and turned on the 
news, people vere still st it. Superb: @ 


Fron "Merseyside Anarchist" 


When anger turns to violence 


N THE aftermath of Trafalyar 

Square I sce that the media is 
full to bursting with all. the 
usual people, all falling over 
themselves to be the most ap 
palled and surprised by the vio: 
Tence. There is a point of v; 
however, that ts important an 
unrepresented 

I went along to the march to 
Jend support and have a party. | 
belong to no oryansation of 
any kind or colour I have 
never before in my life been un 
volved in violence against any 
one and yet on the Saturday 
afternoon I found myself will 
ingly taking part in th 
ing. T would Lhe to ex, 
this was 80. 

T have talked, I have written, 
letters and attempted all man 
ner of peaceful communication 
Thave attended numerous pro 
fest meetings and marches, all 
of them peacefully. The result 
has been that my voice has 
been ignored. Worse still I 
have been talked down to, made 
to feel insignificant and infe- 
nor, made to apologise for 
wanting a modicom of justice in 
@ country increasingly more 
unjust and outrageous. I have 
been inumidated and derided 
and on Saturday I was inumi- 
dated to the point where I felt 
unable to do any thing more 
than vent my anger against all 
the people and places which 
seemed to stand for all of the 
above. 

When I was driven at by an 
armoured van, when I was 
charjed time and time again by 
police in full riot gear, when 1 
was watching people standing 
around me being bludyconed to 
the ground by truncheons, 
when a line of horses rode at 
tae, when I saw groups of six or 


seven olticers arresting single 
people by the hair with the aid 
of truncheon stabs to the buds 
Thad had enough and 1 joined 
the fight against it 

The talk of organised vio 
lence is mostly nonsense. Cer. 
tainly 4 very smal! group of kid 
dies were there simply to fiyht 
but even the police riot squad: 
with years of training, pre 
on, planning and expericnce 
and numbering maybe 12,000 
Were disorganised and con: 
fused, so to imply that a group 
such as Class War, who 
couldn't organise themselves to 
ko to the pub in the evening, 
Were responsible for organising 
Up (0 3,000 people on the spur of 
the moment is ludicrous. ‘The 
fact ts that most of the crowd 
whp rivted were doing so for 
the same reasons as I was. 

1 am not ashamed of my 
actions, I do not even pretend 
that | was making a point. I was 
simply very. very angry. at 
being constantly ignored under 
mined and brushed aside. 

People reading this letter 
may condemn me and tell me 1 
did the cause a ¢rave disser- 
| vice, but if they believe that a 
| peaceful, jolly march would 
ave made Mrs Thatcher think 
again, then I'm afraid they are 
having serious problems with 
reality. 

Whatever had happened on 
Saturday would have had no ef 
fect, the mass non-payment 
campaign will do that. The dem- 
onstration was simply a regis: 
tering of feeling, and we must 
accept that the anger and frus. 
tration which became violence 
and destruction was an equally 
valid registering of feelings m 
the circumstances, 

Name and address withheld. 


An injured demonstrator 


“The police tried to push us from both 


sides in Whitehall. People were in a panic. 
There were young children there and old 
people, but the horses were stepping on 


anybody. Everyone was terrified. The 
police looked as though they were 

enjoying It. It's no surprise that some 

people started to throw bottles and cans."| 


T was one of the thousands of 

saceful protesters at the Anti-Poll 
Pax demonstration in London. 
Whilst the behaviour of some of 
the demonstrators was out of 
order, 0 too was the behaviour of 
the police. 

‘The police appeared to be out of 
control at times and if they did 
have a strategy, it was a flawed 
one which contnbuted towards 
injury and damage instead of 
preventing it. 

It appears that the trouble start- 
ed in the Downing Street area. 
However, instead of containing the 
violence, the police pushed the 
violence into falgar Square, 
where the majority were peaceful- 
ly listening to the speeches. 

The police mounted charges into 
the crowd on foot, on horseback 
and in vehicles. is inflamed 
what was by now, a tense situation 
and initead of havin a Oe 
hundre 0) at § wil 
them, a ta thor who 
resented being beaten with trun- 
cheons and shields, trampled b: 
horses and driven at by vehicles. If 
the police had wanted to incite a 
full ucale riot, they gould not have 
+done it more effectively. 

1 saw a police car and van drive 
at about 30mph into a crowd of 

aceful demonstrators, in front of 

jelson's column. People had to 
run. When the vehicles came to a 
halt, they were attacked and their 
windows broken. They quickly 
turned uround and drove out again 
at high speed through the crowd. 

The latter part of this scene, the 
attack und the exit, was shown on 
ITN news but the beginning of the 
incident, the dangerous driving by 
the police, was not. The police car 
driver looked ternfied when he 
realised the situation he had got 
himself into. Who ordered him to 
drive into the crowd? 

The police then began to clear 
Trafalgar Square. The coach pick- 
up point was on the Embankment, 
to he South of the square. But the 
police closed the exits to the South 
and forced people North, out of the 
square, This pushed the rioters 
and ordinary demonstrators into 
Leicester Square and the West 
End. 

In Trafalgar Square, there was 
very little for anyone to throw and 
not many targets to throw it at. In 
the West End there were piles of 
bricks and stones mght next to 
atreets full of plate glass windows. 
There were also thousands of 
puzzled and frightened tourists. 

The police seriously mishandled 
the situation. They allowed what 
should have been a fairly minor 
incident, escalate into a full scale 
riot. Were the police incompetent? 
Did they for some reason wish to 
provoke the disturbances? 

Alan Francis, 

Milton Keynes. 


How it happened 


or defuse the ten) 
bows on foot and 
sections of the crowd in 
topeacefulder 
into the West 


drew Lary 


The police are supposedly professionals, paid to 
ini such 


hospital treatment. A more low-key approach by the 
police would surely have never led to this, 


What we saw in Trafalgar Square is not new, Over 
the last fifteen years we have seen a number of police 
operations of this kind: at Grunwich, at Orgreave, al 
Wapping and when police attacked students at 
Westminster Bridge. During the Thatcher years 
brutal police tactics have been so regular that they 
have pained a certain ‘legitimacy’. 


STOP PRESS 


Mark Brown, 22, a student 
nune, of St Albans, Hertford: 
shite, was jailed for 28 days at 
Horseferty Road Court, London, 
alter bemy found guilty of the 
cai behaviour ducing the cot 
in Thatalwar Square. 
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8 A MESSAGE TO ALL STATEMENT OF: AIMS NOTTINGHAM UPDATE | HATFIELD aaaee 


ANTI-POLL TAX CAMPAIGNERS Pee 


l defence f+ 11 these arrested on 31/3/90. + fe 4 M " The Hatfield Anti-Poll Tax : 
W2lnchapaien co is controlica by a ATisaee conta lame ihn: ae CORGENEY The independent groups, immediately after Union, in which a number of : ae teat 
It's seeouiey wetsal) local erg eh 3 pata totally independent of any phe orgwasation Trafalgar Square, set up a Nottingham Roce ctton csueperters as oe niente Tae “wakacve 
tear OF al tec ? 14) We wi ok 3 rom the wh Anti-Pi y a i 5 . BRR sab ett fe : 
SU RAL LT Ae all’ other srraclerersented io et i, Defence Fund to provide support for those Tax Union candidate in the — serious credit a ees Aen 
ete eee Rie ltheceiere lomineif 13) ign will seek to ccordinate the legal defence of atl arrested. 8 people in Nottingham arrested Tosal sinelloat in May, A ie sid aly Aes ed 
Brae ae ast . oye ink Mio t da. 4 i 7 m number ot options were niin p sapphire etal d 
TRH bed ter bee eiliieee ure preparing (6) We 4111 seok to build a coherent picture uf events of 31/1/90 on that day, and 1 (including myself) arrested proposed and discussed at a no-one rie, notably the SWP, 
Wet to pay their fiest bills. lid {rom the point of view of those arrested. after the Council Chamber occupation. We've members' meeting, the most did. Mowuser their {sles 
Following the pacrcth de ‘ation ay Sapa will publicise the points of view of defendants, held two benefit gigs, had collections at others bopelar prox te Berth 3 aa oe ae ak 4s 
nd thy f Y protes: aise mone und, co! ed by * ts to ry ry A standing of a single candidate ac * je bil us 
Lee ei rrmeetisl toe praterta r Shale wetateae Bee weanea< nscolfediby che’ datengsnkssk and received donations from two anti-Poll | {na ‘Tory ‘marginal. Most Labour party 
the golice.we mtacaeaipels is To sure that at all future Anti-Poll Tax evenesy there will Tax groups; in all over £500 has been raised. | people enero. sebsil¥e a be hearst aca ba of 
¢ fat a preper legai cover and support for anyone orrested. This will We've contacted the Trafalgar | | prospect of damaging Labour's bu It 
r our nove 
tease eheil disctesierce Am 8 ,.  tnelude an office and workers to visit places of detention and took ainBAlERe | falgar Square Defence precarious hold on the district —parliar au 
ting Mass nonepsy™ after prisoners welfare. Campaign: in London, and sent a letter to ! Council which it currently leads to protect at 
ans gd Het at all anti-Poll Tax groups in Nottingham (about | controls by a majority of one. lee J Lavour party whl 
Medeor merce ese Text 4 Tot ;. ri | Other people felt that the not only, 
And {13 backed,in varying degre 30 now). We're offering unconditional support | Labour party's position on the busy 
Pajority of the populeticr even If t for all people arrested, and at our last meeting | Poll Tax is a disgrace since of 


yet fee! able te yoin Mn That's why thay not only propose to do prozra 


the Tories' dirty work for legislation), 
them in collecting the tax, but huge resources i” effort | to 
also to Impose Izgal penalties eliminate Militant itelf. 
upon those who cannot or will are like man in th 


it was encouraging to have people from the 
Sneinton, Meadows and Beeston groups along 
as well as St. Anne's, Hyson Green/Forest 
Fields, Sherwood and Radford. People were 


i i ; 5 Everyone (the who ‘nends the tault 
actually talking about making independent Beene e acte ee aouen ip ee at 
contact between groups outside of the unaminous) felt that some = exvcutrd. Liktant soembers 
Federation form of protest needed to be on the County Federation 

if made through the ballot box Committee sucK ia 
and so a single candidate was passing a resolution —_ not 


| the — selected option. We condemning, but ‘refusing to 
scored a highly respectable 400 endorse’ the Hatfield APTU'S 
votes, beating the Liberal move. 

Democrats who increased theif The jlatfield APTU decided, 
own vote into fourth place. It through its members, to oblige 
Is certainly the case that had the candidate to act as a 
the membership chosen [0 delegate and so be bound to 
stand a candidate in a more ace, in all matters, according 
promising (ie. Labour held) to the will of the union 
ward, we would have gained jsichets as expressed 

two or even three times a5 yt yiion 

many votes, and at least, have think of a 
beaten the Tory candidate. this procedure has been 
It ts believed that the Hatfield within the British 
APTU was the only Union in system, It was not 
the country (and in Scotland) nt step that 
to stand in the elections. The would rock Westminster to. its 
The nda ions. But it is 
fur core principled 


WILL BE OvEhwHtLn 
SUCCESSFUL BESISTANCE 


Successful mass defiance of urjust laws ,ant 
refusal to be intinidsted by opprestive policing 
and hostile propagenda,ts a great part of our 
traditions,fron the original Peasans 

against the 1381 Poll 


i (by occupy ing hotels and 


In al) thes 
support th 
THIS ME MUST D9 NOW - BY SHOW! uf Me 

AND COMPLETE SOLIDARITY WITH THOSE ARBESTED nN 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE, 


mires leastt was essential t 
© victieised, fined and t 


ee & A 
, SYPPORT Te Trifalgar Squire Defend Coates begs: te he» orgeitecd, as etl a Soifan the sible hae oetutic t the sad 
THE TRAFALGAR] YY Aarered on ty ferdacts ae waign-end.f of Mili to turn 
} att a gathered information on wold 
| AVALE PRES aset wrth Lents rey ingore te Sea dareaa Robin Hood, Robin Hood, riding through the glen... heh a 
AIM: Tt: wet: dogalih (ort (Mor '10- dex? W517 = te over 150 defendants from P . «labour patty a 
| DEFENDANTS ere in ce : carpenter Sa es 2 It looks as if the Council are coming down  D&Sis of organisation in almost every area socialist evolution. We know 
» CAMPAIGN! nk Meehly fre nes oF the country. very heavily on workers involved in anti-Poll Of Nottingham. In the working-class areus where such attempts have lead 
Se tut ty Ovesaies However, we need regional Tax activity, and have banned all such — there's massive support. Aig RESO rAAaS Beat 
Ne first 2 meetings by topeten for dete $£1n-ise haareted defendants' support groups mectings on Council property. They've also!" Sherwood on paper, we have nearly 1,000 will always pC 
Taree ria ite Verbal’ Wer Reg ne ee members, but what use is that if they're = te the betrasal af workin 
Ww large murder of pr AavivPeatalaiM., Chethines Mesa nieeancet ‘a : 3 issued verbul warnings to the Nalgo branch : 
begn to dea) wate Ribot gichaslrityal arsedyspeople from-Bthan chair and said there could be dismissals. "Slated und not even faintly involved? maple. 
RR to dra) wath yet the twh+ as trade unions, tenants armclatiens, acd will be Jaunchin r over ihe 
: . ‘ 2 a local There may well be strike action over the c ( STION 
faring 8. Essen : Ws Se 7 Psy ED ACTION) 
ine ws, comunity proms, etc., rust ngport these defendants’ campaign. issue. Housing Benefit workers are now —_9F the whole, though, things seem to be Ccouar saying RIBBON ACEIDN 
ratsiry fer deters ; vitaliel teoarOR tes) Neen working u full 7-day week in order to try Soins quite well. Will Scarlett | 
Nib 3 and clear the backlog, and rumour hath it eS a ee RE . ienieete 
ne beck, against Ur mesive witch hurt launched o that the Council has given up trying to chuse mhty or of (om pellirg people 
ian The March 31 Demo was 6 p trying y P EB  wcop 
: : by Ue police and te gxenemt. i and trace non-registerers. There was a lobby NON-PAYMENT FIGURES tell the Council where they ure 
ta te a national expression on Friday 25th May of the Council at County employed or face the threat of a fine 
of anger against the poll nati West Bridgford und about 80 people and Uailiffs), But as we all know in 
the Poll Tax. It might alienat fex sympathet 1 ans = and dozens of police were there. | understund | q ‘Newsnight’ survey, 14th June UBC2, . it's easy to threaten but people 
‘and bureaucrats for whom the’ P igh ver ianinigeet cee tax, and these arrested that a Council meeting was disrupted for | reveals that moss now pay con't take it seriously when the Poll 
0: he Poll Tax 1 ma r of individual consei- iy P' ‘OF | reveals that mass non-payment is a reality : 
ence, “a question of moralistic opposition...but we need then like we were from the whole move- Acarly an hour on the same day by hecklers, in the main English cities, Pex ls ertuding 60,3 jiait 
need a knife in the back! rioting wall not alienate all those mill ; 
“r ment. 
dons of working class people whose opposition to the Poll Tax is based The bills were about four weeks late in | Figures given for non-payment after Keith (Ibrox-Cess 
n ore : ain la ge no h ¢ owe . ee 5 aioe 
PUPIeraacvicos and the tate insie oe having Ca, poy tie eee eee Please launch a tocal He aA CP TATE foe ees cy 
and the a $ sf having to pa e as some~ claime Y REP E 
one who might ‘be 9 ills That opposit 8 not going to waver Defendants’ campaign, and SEH ar fen ea eat Brent 75%, Hackney 70%, Maringay 65% DEEP END 
because oO: he rioting - it 415 going to encor stimulated even ste c . " ( 9 " 
further. This is not mere rhetoric. 7 pations in touch with the 7.S.p.c, Gedling Borough Council (on the outskirts at Las Dirmiena So%, Derby | The Tory Council in Poole, Dorset has 
loca! anti-Poll Tax stall had more than no ng up and ask- of Nottingham), in their breakdown of the | G0" St MBL rte! i Heb Te < obtained a Liubility Order against Poul 
ing questions and wanting to get invol Only two people-nentioned ‘tha CONTACT THE T.S.D.C. AT; bill, have included a levy for non-payers, | UPO" Tyne 33%, Nottingham 25%, Tord, 33, 1 of 7 out of 85 people 
RaCkAne and media a iticians' onslaught on the Haldane Society Law Sanat which is probably liable to have a counter- In the London Borough of Newham, 65,000 summoned who turned up in person. 
PRNUSSTASSle thoGsht that dt) cee oe Tete SOL ea atsneny een Bantheriiovceeda tenes productive effect from their point of view. | ‘Eust-Enders' had not paid und another | £30 court costs were added to the £325 
eactaresten Facies ao Baar (anteny ots ne. Fol aa Pedal Re Pleasant, London joe As to the scale of nonpayment, your guess | 17,900 had paid once and stopped. Annual Ch This wos the first 
' S going to be defeated by c nm ani ss 7 ’ . is A is x 4a ~, ; i a " ‘ o fo) e 
alone. Bureaucrats, politicia and moralism are the kiss of death. Le Ph. oy 833 8958 is as good as mine. The Council reckon | Stratford Court was said to be booked uccessful! prosecution for th 
not foo) ourselves about th on at least 40,000 (about 15-20%), but I think | up solid from July indefinitely, and if authorities, 


it could be much higher. There are an awful | most defuulters insisted on hearings, 
lot of "waverers”, but at least there's a solid | it sould take an eternity to obtain ‘Independent! 15.6.90 
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VOTING- 
with our Feet. 


‘The Scottish Fed. Conference took place 
recently ngainst the background of the 
riots which followed the London 
demonstration. A stormy debate ensued 
on the issue of the riots. Needless to 
we had all the arguments whilst 


su Lay 
they had all the votes.  Militant's 
compromise position which condemned 


rYroublemukers' was won over resolutions 
which took a harder and more supportive 
stance towards those who took part in 
the Battle of Trafalgart. ‘I he Conference 
did, however, decide to affiliate to the 
‘Trafalgar Square defendants campaign 
which is a step in the right direction. 


The delegates from — Pollok — und 
Eusterhouse who proposed the Militant 
resolution condemned nll violence” 
but then nt on to threaten anyone 
who “intended causing trouble" at local 
demos with "answering to the youth 
of the area”. ‘Talk aboul hypocrites! 


Qarrhead A.P.T.U. put forward the SWP 
inspired resolution which “encouraged 
workers to add on Poll ‘Tax supplements 
to their wage demands". Conference 
felt that this was a defeatist: position 
which could undermine non-payment. 
A wage demand should be simply that. 
The link between the workplace and 
the Anti Poll Tax campaign should be 
non-payment and non-cooperation. The 
resolution was defeated. 


Some of the more positive aspects of 
the Conference were the enthusiasm 
shown by delegates for the forthcoming 
Trade Union Conference in Liverpool. 
A workshop based conference will be 
convened despite the platform's initial 


‘doubts' as to its feasibility. These 
‘doubts’ were magically transformed 
into support’ when Militant Regional 


Councillor Keith Simpson spoke in favour 
of the Stockbridge/Newtown resolution. 


A resolution on Anti Racism/Anti Fascism 
4 3 remitted in order that the Federation 
ces discuss the types of action and 
Movilisations against Paseists and whether 
to affiliate to Glasgow Anti-Fuscists 
(GAP), ‘There was some hostility to 
GAP from Militant members whose main 
grumble seems to be the fact that they 
don't control GAF. 


Overall, the Conference was a dull, 
disappointing and altogether predictable 
affair, The only highlight) was) when 
‘Yommy Sheridan referred to an interview 
given to the Evening Times by members 
of R. & RK. editorial team. This seemed 
to re-animate many of the delegates 
who had cither fallen asleep or were 
comatose! 300 delegates and visitors 
attended ~ 200 less than last’ year! 
Perhaps the biggest disappointment was 
that the majority of genuinely 
independent groups didn't bother to turn 
up, therefore giving Militant a completely 
‘trouble-free! and perfectly 
stage-managed conference. 


Stevie (Dennistoun A.P.T.U.) 


like: these... 


‘The Socialist Workers Purty (SWP) have 
had o tendency to yo-yo in and out of 
the anti-Poll Tax campaign in Scotland. 
Their approach to our struggle has been 
riddled = with ~— opportunism =——und. 
sectariunisin, Whilst SWP members ure 
only too willing to advise and lecture 
us on what they sce us the inadequacies 
of the campaign, most will run a mile 
if usked to do any real work such as 
leafletting an estate. 


The SWP joined the fight aguinst the 
Poll Tax 6 months after it had begun. 
This is because they adopted the position 
that as m community campaign it had 
no chance of mobilising anything 
significant against’ the Tories. After 
trying unsuccessfully to win over the 
massed ranks behind the Labour/STUC 
"Stop It", campaign, the SWP finally 
reached the conclusion that perhaps 
the Federation did have something to 
offer. Since joining the Federation, 
SWP members have been instructed to 
engage anti-Poll Tax activists in debate 
over almost anything but the Poll Tax. 
This is largely because the SWP are 
uncomfortuble with any campaign which 
is not led by Trade Union Burenucrats. 
Since the end of 1988, the SWP and 
Militant have been locked in a 
meaningless debate as to whether the 
cart comes before the horse, in terms 
of Trade Union involvement in the fight. 


These tactics have altered only slightly 
since Poul MeGurris centre-page article 
changed the line of Socialist Worker 
from heaping abuse on community based 
politics to showering praise on "the 
wonderful struggle” of the anti-Poll 
Tax unions. Only a handful of their 
members in Scotland have recognised 
the cynical opportunism of their party 
inside the Federation. Some have 
attempted to ‘redeem’ their reputations 
with at least some consistent work in 
their local anti Poll-Tax union. Others 
have simply left the SWP! 


‘Activity’ against the Poll Tax for most 
SWP members consists of making long 
winded contributions at public meetings, 
selling papers outside of the meetings, 
and at all costs avoiding door to door 
leafletting. 


Their scenario for industrial action 
against the Poll Tax involves a series 
of economistic demands which avoid 
the question of the tax altogether, and 
results in o situation where Poll Tax 
workers take strike action for higher 
wages along with other Trade Unionists 
in order to offset the effects of the 
tax. (This strategy was proposed by 
the SWP inspired resolution from Barrhead 
at the recent Scottish Fed. Conference). 
Such a strategy rejects the notion that 
non-payment together with 
non-implementation can defeat the Poll 
Tux. Indeed, the whole question of non- 
payment hus never been a comfortable 
one for the SWP. There has been so 
much confusion cuused by their party 
inconsistent line that many SWP members 
in Scotland have actually paid their Poll 
Tux. This should come as no surprise 
n leaders of the SWP such as Chris 
Bumbery were declaring in June 1989 
that "There is nothing left in the Poll 
Tax for us". 


A heated discussion in the Glasgow 
Central branch in August 1989 led to 
the majority, who had paid their Poll 
Tox, being labelled ‘'Scabs' by other 
members. Glasgow SWP full timer Alan 
"The Riddler’ Ruddle then intervened 
with what must go down as the most 
inept piece of 'Marxist Analysis’ in the 
lust 2 years. He stated, "For us, the 
question of whether or not you pay your 
Poll Tax is irrelevant to the building 
of a campaign against it! 


Even the best work of individual SW 
members has been destroyed by the 
dictates of their idiotic and incompetent 
leadership. It was noticeable that the 
only people at the Scottish Fed. 
Conference who appreciated the sectarian 
attack made upon R. & R. by Drew 
cEwan (SWP) were members of his 
own party, who have been conspicious 
by their absence from local campaigns, 
members of Militant. Indeed, after 
‘disassociating’ himself from R. & Ray 
McEwan then approached a member 
of our editorial team to “apologise” and 
ssure us” that "I'll be with you at the 
aggregutes and when it comes to the 
bit!” (whatever that meuns?). Refuse 
and Resist can assure McEwan and his 
erstwhile comrades in the SWP that 
we neec their support as much as we 
Need a rope around our necks! 


The SWP have an uncanny knack of 
making friends quickly and then losing 
them even faster. After their turn 
towards the A.P.T.U.'s came an even 
faster retreat during the ambulance 
dispute which consumed their members 
for 6 months. During the SWP dubbed 
"Pay Battle’ last Summer, their 
involvement in A.P.T.U.'S: was 
non-existent. It seems that the SWP, 
with a few noteable exceptions, have 
taken every opportunity to avoid 
involvement in the anti-Poll Tax struggle, 
preferring to turn up at conferences 
and public meetings to lecture us on 
"How to beat the Tories". Speculation 
has been mounting amongst anti-Poll 
Tax uctivists that the threatened closure 
of Ravenscraig will again allow the SWP 
to get off the hook and jump onto another 
STUC bandwagon. 


Stevie (Dennistoun) 


"RANT & RAVE' 


Big Day Hue and Cry 


Hue and Cry who have popped up on 
a number of Anti-Poll Tax gigs (welt, 
Pat Kane) gave a new rendition of their 
song I Refuse’ on Glasgows Big Day, 
They tumed the song into an Anti-Poll 
Tax ditty which went down well with 
the Glasgow crowd, 


Keep up the refusing Pat & Co. 


'The Red Mole! Writes: 
Women Beware! 


We hear that the Chair of the 
Cumbemauld Anti-Potl Tax campaign 
fs none other than well known sexual 
harrasser and Militant’ member, Kevin 
"I huff and Vt puff and Vt kick your 
door down" McVey. Kevin has been 
Anown to tum up at young women's 
doors at 4 a.t., demanding entry and 
threatening violence. You have’ been 
wamed. 


Doing A Hatton! 


Former Militant’ Generat Committee 
member and Secretary of Shawland 
APTU (remember them?) David "Degsy" 
Churchley (s now the manager of the 
Great Eastem Hotel, a privately run 
establishment for the homeless in 
Glasgow's East End, Our spies inside 
the hotel inform us that "Degsy” 
Churchley ‘asks' residents to wash his 
swanky Range Rover car which is 
regularly parked at the front of the 
building. Talk about rubbing their noses 
in itr 


Making A Bob Or Two! 


Another former Militant Central 
Committee member who ts now doing 
very nicely, thank you - is Bob Wylie, 
Former strategist for the Poll Tax 
campaign and Militant's Scottish 
spokesperson, Bob now writes for such 
evolutionary’ joumals as the Glasgow 
Herald, Observer Scotland and Scotland 
on Sunday. Bob has been able to 
overcome the grumblings of his former 
comrades by writing profiles of ‘Battling! 
Labour MPs lke Dick "The Miner's 
Friend" Douglas and of course his now 
legendary whitewash (sorry, profile) 
of former protege Tommy Armageddon. 
Nice work if you can get it! 


1 RCH AND GETTING 
RICHER... YOURE POOR 


Riddles and Puzzles 


"For us, the question of whether or not 
jou pay your Poll Tax ty irrelevant to 
building a campaign against at 


(Alan "The Riddler" Ruddle, Glasgow 
SWP Full Timer). 


"One successful Warrant Sale will finish 
off the campaign against the Poll Jax", 


(Duncan "Donut" Brown, SWP; December 
1989) 


"The struggle over pay was wonderful. 
The Ambulance workers struggle was 
wonderful. And the struggle against 
the Poll Tax ts wonderful.” 


(Duncan "Donut" Brown, SWP; March 
1990) 


Changing Their Tune 


"The police were 95% to blame for the 
riots" 


Tommy Armageddon, 
Aggregate, April 1990) 


Scottish Fed. 


"The police were 100% to blame for 
the riots" 


(Tommy Armogeddon, Scottish Fed. 
Conference, May 1990) 


Militantspeak 


"Our stewards were spat upon and 
threatened” 

(Tommy Armayeddon, Strathclyde Fed. 
Aggregate, April 1990) 


"Black Stewards and women Stewards 
were abused with racist and sexist 
language, and they were _ physically 
attacked and beaten up", 


(Tommy Armageddon, Scottish Fed. 
Conference, May 1990} 


Pardon? 


"We don't condone the twoting and 
violence. But the police used a water 
cannon to put out a lighted match and 
inflamed the situation." 


(Steve Wally - All Britain Anti Poll 
Tax Federation) 


HERE WE GO cont. from pl 


Yet, local Anti-Poll Tax groups are not 
becoming complacent or lulled into a 
false sense of premature ‘Victory’. Task 
Forces and local uction squads are still 


AND GETTING POORER hecessury in every area, drawing up 
lists of 


ve SEE, TOLD YOU THE 
SYSTEM STILL WORKS / 


volunteers 


prepared to be 


available at short notice, to mobilise 
outside the 
poinding. 


home of uny threatened 


In Govan, the locul Federation has been 
holding a series of public meeti 
every district of the areu 
support for their i 
In 
persuaded around 80 locul people to 
sign up for a Task Force. In this aren 
and others, probably les 
those ure uvailable Gurit 
‘ |others have indicated they still 
to be contacted at short notice or m 
gos 


mm 
to druin up 


Ibrox-Cessnoeck, regu have 


ss than 1/3 of 
the day, but 


ck’ if somebody is threatened locully. 


Lookalikes 
Dear Rent & Rave, 


1 have recently noticed the remarkable 
resenblance, both — personally — and 
politically, between Militant NUS full 
tiver and Anti-Pol! Tax activist, Dougie 
Blackstock and Or, Robert Runcie, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Are they 
perchance related? [ think we should 
be told. 


T.T. Mekey (Glasgow) 


Yours, 


Doupie Blackstocb br. 


April Fool 


"We will hold our own enquiry which 
will go public, and which, if necessary, 
will name names", 


(Steve Wally, A.B.A.P.T.F. Secretary; 
ITN, 9.45p.m. Suiday Ist April) 


Whose Side Are They On? 


"We condemn the Anarchists and Quasi- 
Marxist sects who are attempting to 
justify unprovoked attacks on the police 
and looting. We call for a Labour 
Movement enquiry to unmask and deat 
with the disruptors and disorganisers 
of Saturday's demonstration." 


(Militant Editorial Statement - 6th 
April 1990) 


This local resistance, us the experience 
in Edinburgh and the Lothians prove, 
is asx necessury as any Federation 
recruited group of 'Scumbusters', since 
it is always possible poindings could 
be at the sume time and there would 
be u need to disperse our forces. 


The Tory government happy to exist 
on a dict of lies and deceit, not realising 
that in England and Wales the court 
system will be clogged up by musses 
of non-payers demandi a hearing. 
Collaborating Councils in Scotland are 
making provision for job lo: if the 
"Bad Debt Provision’ — (levels of 
Hon-payment) exceeds 6%. ‘Ihe official 
figure is at least 3 times that. ‘Ihe Voll 
‘Tux is becoming, unworkable due to the 
effort and determination of local Anti- 
Poll ‘Tux groups. 


Jim MeParlane 
(Ibrox-Cessnock) 


Poll tax protests 
disrupt courts 


Martin Wainwright 


OLL tax opponents 
‘clogged a magistrates’ 
court yesterday when 
only eight out of 679 scheduled 
non-payment cases were heard 
in Goole, Humberside 
Two defendants were acquit 
ted because of administrative | 
errors by Conservative-con 
trolled Boothferry district 
council, which ts hoping to 
chase nearly 4,000 defaulters on 
its £413 tax through the courts. 
‘The council's paperwork was 
described as a shambles by 
Christopher Hollerbach, unem: 
ployed, of Rawclifte, near 
Goole, who was acquitted when 
his solicitor produced docu: 
ments showing that his tax was 
not due until June 26 
‘The magistrates later warned 
60 protesters in court not to ap 
plaud when points were scored 
inst the council. There was 
a burst of clapping when ade- 
fendant appeared in a T-shirt 


ANTI- POLL TAX 


STIRLING SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 1990 9.30-6.30 
Rapioch Community Centre, 15 Glendevon Drive, Raptoch, 


An opportunity for people involved in fighting the Poll Tax to 
come together for a day of debate and information exchange 


CONTACTS 


All articles, letters and donations to: 


STOY FRI 


MAILING LIST 
If you would Like to 


s, please com 


ther vith 6 postag 


supply 


tra stanps., 


DONATIONS. 
REA. 


& RESIST ts a FREE publication and, as such, it is 
dependant on donations from groups and individuals. 


PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! 


tarps. This will ensure as year’! 


GROUPS: Af ordering large numbers, 


with the slogan “Bollocks to the! 
Poll Tax." 

The clerk to the court asked 
“Would you like to go home and 
take that T-shirt ofl?" To fur: 
ther applause the man refused 
but put on a jacket. 

Some 200 protesters demon, 
strated outsidy the building at 
the start of Uf hearings. There, 
was also a demonstration at 
Northampton magistrates’ 
court where 37 defaulters were 
served with lability orders. 
They included a man whose de- 
fence that he was a Cornish ti 
miner and exempt from the t. 
by ancient statute was rejected. - 


Northampton council has opt 
ed to take action against a list 
of known opponents of the tax,| 
rather than swamp local courts 
11. 25,009 people who have| 
od to pay any part of ats £349) 


adds: Eleven} 
rested in dawn} 
. by police inves 
antipoll tax riot in| 
ware in March 


OPEN FORUM 


senrg Vee tote 


31 L 
Glas} 


te the form below and retum it tou) 


BARM' 
Office 


please 


DENNISTOUN APT: Contuct 2/2, 182 Ark Lone for details. 


GOVAN: 


2071/9 


Hele 


IBROX, 


St. Loi 


PDAW 


POSSIL. APT: 


Council 
$359, 


Thanks 
Action, Black Flag, 
other Mews sheets which have publicised 
RAR. 


Refuse and Resist, 
c/o Murray, 


GRANGEMOUTH ANTI-POL 
n Al 


Rd. Com 


POLLOKSIIIELDS A.P.T.2 8 p.m. lest Wednesday of month 


ROYSTON APT: 
St. Royston. 


' WOODLANDS APT: 332 8124/8725; 333 9015 


LETTERS 


Dear all at R. &R., Southampton 
A copy of your paper was sent to ne 
by Counter Information - very impressed. 
Anyway, I'm part of Portswood Anti-Poll 
Tax Unfon - not affiliated to the Fed. 
and fucking proud of {t = (they denounce 
Us as anarchist sectarians!) and we'd 
Vike some coptes for our stall which 
we have outside Safeways every Saturday. 


I enclose a fiver for some copies. 


I could bore you silly with stortes 
about Militant and the Fed. but life 
fs possible outside ft. I've popped 


in a couple of stamps to help with the 
postage. 


Bare lCare: Box 245, 
St. Albans 
Bear People, Werte. 


Could you please send me a copy of your 
"Refuse & Res{st" paper. 1 belong to 
our local A.P.T.U. here in St. Albans, 
which is not dominated by any political 
faction, Our meetings are organised 
along broadly Anarchist lines which 
has meant a continuing active presence 
by people who do not normally get 
involved fn such things. 


What our = group needs fs. more 
communication with other groups, There 
fs a Hertfordstire A,P.T. Federation 
but that fs dominated by Militant, which 
has led to Vittle activity 
Scotland has exarple for all 
the A.P.T.U.s it would be 
good to get information 
from you. 


very 
set 
in England, 
e hard factual 


he 


Thanking you in advance. Dave 


to Information, Red 


Workers Press and 


Counter 


or 
Refuse and Resist, 
2/3, 182 Ark Lene, 


even St., 
gow G41 2uD 


GROUPS 


COLLEGE 


Glasgow G31 2Js 


ULLOCH 
“sl 


APT: Centuct Paul, SRC 


Hotline Nes, 445 6216/3585/2321/4894 and 44 
437/2029/4300/5301 


TAX GROUP:~ 
Grongemeuth, (0324) 484344 


tan, 64 Oswald Ave. 


CESSNOCK A.P.T: Meets fortnightly at Whitefield 
nity Holi. Secretary. D. MacKay, 32 Midloci 
1 Hotline’ Numbers - 427 9691/6396/4109 


all, MeCulloch St. Hotline ~ 423 0461/6679, 429 0336, 


p.m, every Wednesday, Possil Communit 
1 Flat, Sunnylaw St. Contact A. McCormack 33 


Contact Duncen, 16/6, 40 Resemoun 


Wales where Militant 


Dear Comrades, nun, 
Your bulletin was given a plug in Black 
Flat and I'd appreciate {f you could 
send a few copfes down. Ke'll read 
then and pass then round so you can 
be sure they'll be well read. 


Love and A 


Hullo Refuse & Resist, London 
Canning Town A.P.T.U, would be interested 
in receiving a copy of your paper for 
non-aligned (politically) —A.P.T.U.5. 
It would also be useful to have contact 
with other Anti-Poll Tax groups, 
especially those in Scotland. 


We are at the beginning, awaiting the 


summonses for fon-payment to arrive, 
However, we're fighting back agafnst 
this unjust, vindictive tax on existence, 
which makes the rich richer at the 
expense of everyone else. 

Hope to hear fron you soon. 

In Solidarity, 

Barbara, Canning Town A.P.T.U. 

Dear R. BR, 

Greetings from Wales. We've just had 
the second annual conference of the 


Welsh Federation of Anti-Poll Tax Unions, 
at the 9.6. Enclosed {s a 
copy of the motions submitted and passed, 
etc. 


Swansea on 


The committee of the Welsh Fed, ts 
dominated by Militant, and they managed 


to ‘police’ the conference quite well 
= all of the posts for the committee 
went to "Hilfes' unopposed, and all 


recommendations of the steering committee 
were accepted. Guest speakers 
Steve Nally, the 
from the Strathclyde Fed, 
the 
the 
vas 


and one fron 
Youth Rights Campaign. AIT round 
hall were Militant posters, there 
a Milftant stall and the platform 
was festooned with Militant posters 
and papers, Other groups were not 
encouraged to display their material 
in a like manner! 


Militant speakers are still peddling 
the Tory lie that the Trafalgar trouble 
was the result of a police ‘over 
reaction’ to groups deliberately starting 
trouble; in doing so Milftant are 
creating divisions and marginalising 
those arrested, 

In the end the 


conference was. 


disappointing, not just because it was 
so obviously Militant dominated but 
also because attempts to wide the 


geographical base of the Fed. and make 
it a Fed. covering the whole of Males 
(it's at present restricted to South 
is stronger) were 
defeated on the recommendation of the 
steering committee. 


Eddie (Canton APIG, Cardiff) 


included | 
trade unions officer | 


WS FROML ANTI=POLL TAX GROUP 


LAST 4 1990 


Our message is clear - we're 
not paying and we are winning! 
Despite all of the ‘Tory 
propaganda to the contrary, 
the latest figures from local 
councils across Britain show 
that) not only are the 
non-payment figures holding 
firm, but in areas such as 
Scotland they have actually 
increased by around 100,000! 


We have the Tories and their 
lackeys in the Labour Party 
on the run! But we can't stop 
there - In England turning 
up at court can get your case 
adjourned or clog up the 
system. Active defiance is 
needed to defeat all efforts 
at collection. 


As well as token marches 
to London which involve only 
a few of our number, we need 
to turn back to the local 
communities for inspiration 
and mass activity against 
the Poll Tax. 


Mass action in every town in Britain 
has to be built in order that when 
the Bailiffs and Sheriffs show their 
ugly heads in our communities, we 
have the stick with which to batter 
them. 


We will not be intimidated by the 
State's bully boys, whether in the shape 
of Sheriffs in Scotland, Bailiffs in 
England and Wales, or in the shape 
of the "Good Old British Bobby" that 
we witnessed at Trafalgar Square 
in March of this year. We must fight 
back with all of the means at our 
disposal. If we don't then the Tories 
will stitch us up just as they are 
attempting to frame those who fought 
back in the "Battle of Trafalgar!" 


On October 30th, across 
Britain, local groups and 
Federations must mobilise 


against the Bailiffs and 
Sheriffs. Pickets, occupations, 
Public Meetings and rallies 
need to be organised like never 
before. 


Let's frighten the shit out 
of the Tories scumbag Poll 
Tax collectors! 


If your local Federation hasn't 
organised anything yet then 
get your group organised! 


Remember, in the local 
communities, where the 
struggle against the Tax began, 
people are still angry and 
prepared to fight. 


Let's make sure that Thatcher 
and her lackeys in the local 
Councils live to regret their 
rotten Poll Tax. 


"Dirty Den' 


BY DONATION 


"Despite  TV's' contribution 
to Channel 4's Critical Eye 
series was a damning 
indictment of the Metropolitan 
Police and the State generally 
in regard to the riots which 
followed the Anti-Poll Tax 


rally on 31st March. It was 
also a crushing indictment 
of the Militant leadership 


of the All Britain Anti-Poll 
Tax Federation and an exposure 
of their campaign of 
misinformation and downright 
lies = which followed the 
Trafalgar Square events. 


The programme provokes one to 
examine our attitudes generally to 
the State and its ordinary "British 
Bobby". It also provoked me into 
questioning the kind of — snivelling, 
grovelling leadership which sits at 
the top of the Federation, and which 
sul refuses to accept fully their 
failures at Trafalgar Square and their 
imisdemeanors since. 


For example, the aptly named "Wally 
Kennedy", chief steward at Downing 
Street who, on national T.V., claimed 
that ‘Anarchists’ had provoked the 
police and the subsequent riot when 
interviewed on the day. Wally hod 
obviously decided that this story would 
not hold up to scrutiny some months 
later, und so talked of ‘Agent 
Provocateurs' coming from Police 
vans into the crowd, No doubt, there 
is some substance to these claims 
but it is all too convenient for Militant 
supporters to use because it backs 
up their original contention that the 
trouble flared from the crowd, 


At the end of the day I don't cure 
who threw the first stone ~ us or them? 
But "Wallies" like Kennedy — cun 
conveniently let themselves off the 
hook with cries of wolf!?! 


The programme ulso posed serious 
questions about how we steward our 
events in the future and how much 
we should follow the ‘udvice! of the 
Police (if at all?) 


Stevie (Dennistoun APT) 


Since the events in Trafalgar to get details of fe 
Square on March 31st, nearly whereabouts — to give Bae 
600 people have been arrested. support in time, BB mes ae 
The State has desperately getting 28 days. pol 

tried to criminalise the Anti- defendants are being given 
Poll Tax movement vy blaming much harsher sentences. In 
the riot on demonstrators one cause Robert Robinson, 


with no previous convictions, 
was given 2 years for kicking 
a police car. 


and even passers-by. The 
only criminals on March 3Ist 
were dressed in blue uniforms. 
The police have added on as 
many charges as possible hoping ' 

: i i i Square lant 
that some of them will stick. the Trafalgar Square Defendants 


i is, 30% fendunts Compaign have organised successful 
ee. pickets outside Pentonville and Brixton 
haveibeomacquitted: prisons with prisoners hanging out 
a No Poll ‘Tax banner and T-shirt in 
is also making 
10 per month 


Ilowever, there ure now over 
30 Trafalgar Square defendants 
in prison, It has been difficult 


response. The campaigi 
welfare payments of 
to prisoners. 


PHOTO: 


Show your BLACK FLAG 


the — prisoners 

Trafalgar 

Campaign. 
Robert Robinson (O'Reilly), 
RAO741 HMP Camp Hill, 
Newport. Isle of Wight 


solidarity by writing to 
and supporting — the 
Square Defendants' 


Some other prisoners listed in ‘Stand 
Firm' August issue (T.S.D.C.) have 
been released. Contact and affiliate 
to the T.S.D.C. if possible. 

Paul Jacob, 

RAO0771, HMP Brixton, 
Jebb Ave., 

London SW2 


Trafalgar Square Defendants! 
Campaign, 

c/o Haldane Society of Lawyers, 

Room 205, Panther House, 

38 Mount Pleasant, 

London WC1X 0AP 


(Tel. 071-833-8958) 


Chris Sawyer, 
MT 3920, 

HMP Pentonville, 
Caledonian Rd., 


London N2 8TT (Mark, Glasgow A.B.C.) 


The Nottingham Defence Fund Report 


The Nottingham Defence Fund (NDP) 
was formed to assist financially thos, 
Anti-Poll Tax activists who Were 
arrested in the aftermath of the March 
5th ‘Robin Hood' occupation of th 
Nottingham Council Chamber ang 
the police riot of March 31st at 
‘Trafalgar Square, London. Many are 
facing serious charges, perhaps Prison 
terms, plus hefty fines and the Cost 
of travelling to London to attend court 
Therefore, financial aid is Needed 
to alleviate their plight. 


Muny of those facing charges folloy ing 
Trafalgar Square come under the Public 
Order Act of 1986. These include 
Riot (maximum sentence 10 
years/unlimited fine); Violent Disorder 
(max. 5 years/unlimited fine); Affray 
(inax. 3 years/fine). One person from 
Bristol has already pleaded guilty 
to obstruction because he could not 
afford to trevel to London for court 
appearances. The use of video and 
still photo evidence by 
police/prosecution in’ their campaign 
against. the Trafalgar Square people 
is ominous. So is the attitude of a 
compliant. press, who, with one of 
two notable exceptions, did not contest 
the ruling at the Old Bailey ordering 
the handing over of material recorded 
on March 31. Over 30,000 photos 
and 90 hours of video tape have been 
sifted through. This degree of co- 
ordination by the prosecution should 
be matched by the defendants and 
their supporters - by demanding the 
same access to such "evidence so 
that an effective defence can be 
estublished. 


A University student, Neil Fernandez 
of Surrey, was remanded on stringent 
bail conditions of £20,000, ordered 
to surrender his passport and ordered 
to stay indoors between 10.30 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. as well as reporting daily 
to his local police station. He is 
accused of setting fire to a Porsche 
and u Jaguer and assaulting a P.C. 


Nottingham Defence Fund, Box DF, 72 
Radford Rd., Nottingham NG7 5FT 


Campaign 


We're winning! That's the 
message from the Anti Poll 
Tax Movement in Lothian 
Region. The official figures 
show the numbers of non-payers 


are growing. After their 
humiliating defeats in 
Edinburgh in April — and 
East/Midlothian in June the 


Sheriff Officers have not dared 
to give notice of any more 
Poindings. The rantings and 
ravings of Councillor Begg 
about imminent Warrant Sales 
have been exposed as empty 
threats. 


MIDLOTHIAN 


Non-Payment Grows 

Hy the end of August 1990 non-puyers 
were still with-holding over £35 million 
of the "89'S Pol ‘Tux, 19% of the 
revenue due. ‘This ¥, 
fo be paid by Mureh I 
latest. When you 
hon-payers on or 
Who sturted paying 
Non-payers 
then the 

above 19%, 


ull supposed 
YO at the very 
ake into account 
utes, — non-payers 
then stopped und 
Who ure not registered, 
of non-payers | be way 


The Council admit to sending out 
186,000 summary wurrunt letters and 
un incredible 406,000 reminder letter 
for the "89-90 Poll Tax. With around 
600,000 on the Poll ‘Tax register that 
Means two-thirds ure, or huve been, 
i arrears! And the numbers not paying 
are on the increase. By the end of 
August Poll Tax payments made for 
90-91 were 4% down on the sume 
time Just year. 


Labour Councillors such as "Bampot" 
Begg have been raving away in the 
local press accusing non-puyers of 
Fesponsibility for the service cuts 
they are about to make, und issuing 
dire threats that they will very soon 
~ "very reluctantly" of course ~ have 
to carry out Warrunt Sules ugainst 
Supposed well-heeled non-puyers. 


Anti Poll ‘Tax groups have fought buck 
against this nuuscous 
Prestonfield Community tance 
against the Poll Tax have produced 
un excellent poster/leuflet. with mug 
shots of [i & Co. beneuth the 
headline WANTED. They point 
out that for over 2! years the Ant 
Poll Tax movement hus been telli 
Lothian Labour Councillors thut sooner 
or luter they would face the choice 
of setting an unaffordable Poll Tax 
or decimating jobs and services, They 
show clearly that the real reason- 
the Poll Tax is high is because * it 
reduces the tax paid by the rich and 
big businesses © the Tory central 
government have slashed the Revenuc 
Support’ Grant to local authoritic 
* the Poll Tax is so costly to 
administer. And they declire "There 
have been no Warrant Sales in Scotland 
so fur, nor will there be es long as 
people support euch other". 


The determination of the Ant Poll 
Tus movement in Lothian to stop all 
poindings and Warrant Sales was shown 
once more in June, Anti Poll Tax 
froups successfully stopped the Sheriff 
Officers carrying out poindings in 
towns and villages throughout East 
and Midlothian. Crowds defended 
non-payers’ homes in Prestonpans, 
Dunbar, Port Seaton, Pathhead, 
‘Tranent, Rosewell and Penicuik. In 


Pathhead, building workers stopped 
work and joined the protest 60-100 
people including activists from 
Morpeth in Northumberland stood 


guard from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., defying 
both Sheriff Officers and the police. 


Not one poinding was carried out. 
Both the organisational work by groups 
such as Muayfield/Newtongrange and 
the groundswell of local community 
solidarity were outstanding. At least 
2 new Anti Poll Tax groups have since 
been formed in localities where the 
poindings were stopped. Cont. ** 


Bizarre Appropriations 3 


Since the introduction of the 


Poll Tax Grampian Regional 
Council has acted ~~ with 
unrestrained aggression in 
pursuit of refuseni It) was 
the first to use poindings, 
wage urrestments and bank 
account sequestration for 
hon-registration. In Woedhill 
llouse files are assiduously 
compiled on resistors, often 


detailing tittle-tattle that 
has no relevance to the Poll 
Tax. Yor its efforts GRC 
now occupies the 
fundamentalist prow of 
Thatcher's flagship. —_ Indeed, 
Councillor Rhona Kemp, Liberal 
Chair of the Tinance and 


General Purposes committee, 
esteems Sheriff Officers so 
highly that she would have 


them rurning the Region. 

Last) wonth Bizarre Appropriations 
(ak GRC) seized the expenses and 
ulendance allowances of 14 SNP 
Councillors, An Act of Parliament 
ating from 1592 was dredged up to 
legitimise the gr. Regional 
employees were also threatened with 
this neanderthal law, which would 
have allowed the total debt to be 
cleared in a single arrestment. The 
whole exercise was a bluff, and, after 
receiving wide publicity, 
(though not for the 14 SNP Councillors) 
while the local press looked the other 
way. However, Regional employees 
wages have been urrested, under 
Debtors (Scotland) Act legistation, 
in Grampian, We have consulted a 
QC on this matter and were informed 
{hat in his opinion Regional authorities 
are unable to arrest their = own 


as drepped 


There have been uo Warrant: Sales 
in Gri for cither non payment 
or non-registration, Poindings stopped 
(us far we know) several months 
ago. ‘The Council is now controlled 
by a coalition of Labour and the SLD. 
One prominent Labour — Councillor 
told u member of Aberdeen inst 
the Poll Tax that we should be thank tut 
that the favoured option is now wayzes 
and bank arrestinent (CSocialisin is 
never having to suy hello to a Sherif 
Officer’). 

Since the Reionnl elections, the 
Lubour group in Grampian is pereeptibly 
becoming indistinguishable from its 
counterpurt in Lothian and Strathelyde. 
The Marks and Spencers faction will 
anguish over injustice provided it 
doesn't crease its designer conscience. 
During the Regional election campaign 
AAPT's: helpline assailed by culls 
from Lubour  c ates who could 
only offer open mouths in response 
to the queries of their constituents. 
Over u yeur ogo Hob Middleton, Labour 
convener of GRC, stated that the 
less well off would not pay any more 
under the Poll Tax than they did under 
the rates. | also enjoyed the Ximns 
pantomime, although | found never 
never land Ss convincing than 
Councillor Middleton. 


For some time members of Aberdeen 
Against. the Poll Tax have felt that 
the campaign is becoming increasingly 
a response to Sheriff Officers. 
Discussion of the Poll ‘Tax itself wi 
becoming more peripheral as 
directed our energies towards defending 
those under attuck. We therefore 
decided to call a public meeting and 
invite speakers from all political parties 
(sans ‘Yories). Only Alex Silimond 
showed up for the Lveryone 
from Labour had a conference to yo 


to. This hasn't always been the ease, 
Cont. po 


¥¥Since Wat humiliation for Sheriff 
Officer Love and his lackeys, the 
Sheriffs have generally been keeping 
& low profile, Numerous letters huve 
been posted out and some letters have 
been hand-delivered but there have 
been no confirmed poinding attempts 
and certuinly no letters notifying 
poinding dutes. 


Stockbridge 


The Movement 


Though many groups experienced 
minor ‘down-turn' over the summer, 
there was an excellent response to 


the march with the ‘Glasgow to London 
Nikers through Edinburgh on 11 
September, 100 = 150 attended the 
Anti Poll tax ed's Vs. Beye debute 
hosted by Gorgie Dalry APTU. Muny 
locul groups, especially the 
‘independent’ ones, ure still wetively 
muintuining street stalls, door to door 
leafleting, Oyposting und weekly or 
fortnightly meetings. 


With Militant seeming to be in some 
disarray locally, the independent group: 
have successfully moved motions ut 
the Lothian Anti Poll Tux Pederution 
to hold a picket of the Scottish Office 
as part of =the = 19/20) October 
International Days of Solidurity with 
the Trafulgur Sq. defendents, und 
to provide transport to the London 
Anti Poll Tux march on 20 October. 


With « strong presence of community 
bused independent: groups, the Ant, 
Poll Tax movement in Lothiun is 
Proving itself among the strongest 
in the country. 


Mike (Stockbridge New Town Anti 
Poll Tax Group) 


1 =e 3 NAT ~ TTR 7 ARS 
¥ Beating the bailiffs ATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


London Calling RESIGN 


Alter the bailills were successtully resisted "3. 4Y Danny By, 
———— ies 


Dave (North London) reports: nine times last month in Northampton, tho 
battle ground moved to Wales and the Danny Burns (Vice Chair) 
South West 


S (Assistant Secretary) 


(Hrade Union Otticer 

vee The {ight against the Poll Tax ts gaining @ new momentum 
throughout the country. With the issuing of summonses to 
enable the counclls to obtaln Habllity orders, non-payers are 


Court Summonses are underway in 
different zones of London, Starting 
in outer Boroughs such as Enfield & Duntls and from tere Set Up a bailtf mondoring group in We have resigned our positions 4 


from 17 Jur 


(the last meeting of the 


Barnet, areas of less organised Bastot BaUlon al committee). We will, however, continue to work On the — feing moved from a relatively passive position of withholding 
resistance, infamous ‘ory Borough Mt quickly bec. Cod fate ge fesiber ot Bou * 1000 people took Tee af a constructive way. representing our regions and developing, money and staging sporadic demonstrations Bealast the ~ 
? i you = ves whe Mt % ape Sees * ‘opposin count 
Wandsworth started pursuing the masses in.tnd CO based in Bristol. The Magistrate's court in Warring? wwe lGsliebleniarcc: possible lor us to make a positive Input. However, Into a stage in ableh thay area and ta the community (out 
of non-payers J mita acton, We watched thei on Thursday 28th June ote ey Sate le to retain our posts because we have been systematically — 1 te ose a ek eo movement of the scope and 

“payers. mo MS tora week and Wenkhed al how wh ned u evented from carr " “ " home ground). nous! ; 
had a senes of Nisan vats). anne Sapna eee tr Si Ss charactor of the Anti-Poll Tax Union saxaiaant on sper 
” o se oft cn ow e number of setbacks ft ts still tha casa tha 
As in Northampton, Wandsworth has uns Gecovered Mast ees cont Gemonstration none of mene When We agreed to take positions on the nattonal committec we Sanlanerate fat srester than those that wo face. 
gone struight to the Bailiffs, Although @ cul da sac (\deal for pick. ich Lag na that tt was dominated by supporters of the Militant tendency. 46 gre courts, the council hava a very Hmited amount of tine 
the:16e sient bilised for ination out to local groups who in ia Guananes “fi had great reservations about this because the committee did not jy which to obtain the Habllity orders they need in order to 
he local campaign hus mobilise or Lot paleo eed leg robb aler ede ur pel bee Hackney cour, He lect the diversity of the movement on the ground, Nevertheless, we jmpose sanctions on non-payers. In a recent local case a 
eople given Notice of visits, and dat’ lor the pruss campai me Andy Murphy got his were prepared to work with Milltant supporters ina cons’ ve Wi man succeeded in prolonging his defence for 24 hours! Given 
P! & ‘Gul for the press campaign. back aher his tellow Job the inte ( supporters in a construct in man succeeded in prolonging AM hr Sra 
the Builiffs have fuiled to show on action bey, 1 en August 3rd In the previous week threatened to go on sinke, 8°" embr nea Ui CHI nent ws pense: shal eu woul srieraoout tS See tind st eusensite is obvious that thay 
9 ° Saas oA Fe z but to Bishops Lydeaid (a smail vib shade ersity © movement and enjage a wide variety oO a fs if spoil Unions 
2 occusions in September, they have vy and Basiyun South Wales) to dekvar groups and individuals in the huge array of tasks which needed to he Ve a tough Job on thelr hande Af local, Att On ua urevant 
carried out several aggressive seizures rrabig potse: son akce Ths meant in two cases, undertaken, Unfortunately, this was not to be the casc. Militant has sane sufficient people te toe oe 
° ; cer z ntact Hoey had be ; : se sought to ope t cadre s has had an extremely damaging ‘om . 
of goods and taken aWwuy personal —— thattwy werem a positon to tare people's possessions. Greenwich Strike! elteely Wecan cli enn puestS ad this has had an extremely Gamaging sree councils do obtain lability orders, they can proceed to 
P ped deduct money from wages of income support (not pensions or 


effects along with luxury items, We caled a biochaade for 7am Friday morning People 


turned up tom APTUs actoss Bnstol No vetucles were Town Hal workers sre on tw shap anaes es other types of benefit). There are signs that unions are 
3 lw to leave the compound, and we galmassive press Tory poi tan They are expectadioca ese The national committce agreed, after some pressure, to hold a trade beginning to tuke a stand of behalf of their members 
Elsewhere, Court battles ure just asa They wave apoded by ou pedple tom pec who sex payng anchor lunien conference. We assumed that this would be co-ordinated by the treatensd with ease arrestmonts "It is vital that unions ara 
beginning. In Camden a ma succes G0s4ing thy Sesern Bridge al 7 30am. They never at- fel some pocpio ey wont oot a retite rade Union leer. jowever, he has consistently been by sscd In a Pressured fa this way to protect tha Interests o| 
ginning a jor CRMC gi Drager gre dete pata niet Kovsrg wanes n Gresnwen. sn Ura, way which would not be possible in any other democratic organisation members. The council's other options the one they ow 
was scored by the non-payers who tytes lot down. Rave Quen on strko nce eaty May ader Sacre Tee onions ‘Na See ical kalek to play here tn 
. ~Pol nlons have 
turned up to represent themselves. anatwe in Lactyand Bashops Lydeard, the whole puter asprrou srg Bou i ts our belief that the national bulletin is of critical finportance. One of countering the intimdatory effect that the threat of the 
They had their cases udjourned till community was ‘uobssed In Basryover hity people wore the key roles of a national federation must be communication. Jan Greav bailiffs has for y people. There are in fact only 1,000 
uses outside the hou: ws of the Uweatened tamikes, dD: b bh 
next yi A 4 i 4 telephones on tw window sill; another two hundrod For mem, ameans e an anny Burns took responsibility for producing the newsletter. “Tie bailiffs te Eogland and Wales, so they are Mable to find their 
year. A crowd upprouching 300 Son ee tan ae agAmnmimears ‘frst one was produced alter three days work and delivered to the sevens comadanaly, er eter oMoveyentiy int. 
fea watctung for balls, buds, prams, % = & pay. The secretar hereafte: or sa . 7 ee me wa ballif{s he: lo not have any power to force ontry 
a pr icecean ry and thereafter never saw the light of da The second one was petson's home in any circumstances. If you do ot lot them 


eure! have en on NALGO. he townhad 


Won, Za tme when pol tar rang Praag 


has been turning up euch Friduy, and Mig ave 
; no matter how many Umes they may 


locally spreading the news - TURN — “M.tesinvacanvalcimasphore produced and 25,000 copies were printed. They were delivered on tine 


in, they cannot get i 
for the national demonstration but were never distributed. The third on i iH 


return. Nonetheless whe 


es balliffs are boing used, It must ba 


ait the village decidad to take the 


UP AND GET YOUR CASE 16245 in wore Seated olf by to com many RRS aNd servos, 25 couness sash 

ROMOGHHED. Llaititty Oriar ASE 4 (Oe ae ther soencing1ohuep bw pattaneown the was produced unilaterally by Steve Nally, once again totally by-passingt (he emphasised that these people are no better than thieves and 
é -D. Lia ility rders have cngulves Thy bauitls never got near the village, 160 WALGO members Nave recened grat officers responsible urthermor commitice members muggers aod must be treated by activists and the community 
been granted aguinst ull those who These Scenes prove tat the non payment figures aro skpst fon eae wh noses etoy consistently failed to provide reglonal reports for the bulletin, ‘This was as such. When they go about their business of harassing and 
idn' hot just emnply stabslcs which wall crumble as the threals 19 cross her pout ines Messag: not because they did not have the time: they produced regular reports for !Umidating working class people, they must ba made to know 

idn't bother to turn up sages of y vp " t 
Ps get stronger The cominunity «5 prowing is strength — AppON arc oonaLons 19, Greenweh NALCO the Militant newspaper. The fact that Militant has heen unable to delegate at the harassment and intimidation ts nok galing Oe at] 
has wispited people Uoughout he South West it sae hag, NALGO cffce, Low Lire inska'to. people outaideluf thelr orgsiiaalon lias, in our views hind olligr Ue. «At cee teen a eee coon tele ee 
sent shock maves Uitough counal and government Véoamen, Longon SEB : op 5 1 Le eae ateas to ensure that this ts the case. Many paopla who bavn 
negative effects on the campaign to this point merely been In sympathy with the Anti-Poll Tax 


In Hackney, the first sitting was on 
the 28th September, as were Tower 
Hamlets & Newham Boroughs. It is 
likely that a similar situation will 
emerge as is happening in Camden. 
Protestors have been less successful 
in delaying or disrupting uction against 
those who fail to turn up. In ‘Liberal 
Democrat’ Tower — Ifamlets, Puddy 


me! ~ J econ more activel a 
For example, the National Federation 1s over £12,000 in debt. Ithad a they tee’ direct SO ea Ca 
demonstration of 250,000 people. Even if we had only collected 10p  friesds homes being carried on in front of them, ~The 
from cach person, we could ve raised £25,000. But there were no potential to build active tusistence to these contemptible 
financial stewards. The reason for this ts that there was no delegation. If collaborators of the Thatcher government and to build popular 
the Avon Federation or Leeds had been asked to help, we would have Sport for ballif{-busting activites andi conseguanily fal, wart 
gladly done so. We did point out that the demonstration was likely to have gnormous. °C M® AnMrPoll Tax movainant, Kenoraliye ad 
200,000 people on It; we were not listened to and the demonstration WAS yoyond that, anti-poll tax activiats can slart  thelt 
therefore planned for 25,000. communities to the Inevitable cuts In services and jobs if the 


Jail threat over 
pol ane snues in pl KF if the Mi ta nue! 
poll tax protest Nee a ie eae crionted: (otme Kramaine 6 pertatt 


We feel that the movement has made great strides and ts on the way to a 
vehicle for hieving the central purpose of thi 


Join th Super Leaguet- 


Liverpool 51% 
Lambet, 467 


NON-PAYMENT 


Ashdown's caring image is tuking uo oe an EREARING Ti) A 75-year-old poll tax protester * ‘Historic victory. However, this has been entirely down to the dedication of ¢ .! aT 

knock as the Council tries the scare 2 yy, POLL TAX was told yesterday that if he did activists in the local groups and federations. We need a national Prgagmy and setvlewae Mt Met ta be cealised thal Ita Bot 

tuctic of withdrawing Council services 2 not pay the tax within 14 days organisation which can give them effective support. For this reason, we 4 tpoie of the government to make local government 
‘i c au he would be Jailed. think it fs important not to abandon the national organisation as a lost’ work more effectively or more cheaply, It ts thelr purpose 


to destroy tho services that the councils at present provide ~ 
and this can be achieved whether or not the Poll Tax proves 
workable’ in the terms of local authority Financa Officers. 


The ultimatum to Cyril Mun- cause. We must encourage it to develop a positive role as: 


like bin collections from identifiable 
din, from Northampton, which 


non-payers in houses without shared 


fend Any other could 
] 357 make him the first pers: vide: : egiona | : 
amenities. Bciientonce tobe alia foe ne Persea 1. A provider of information (legal reports, regional briefings, ete.) Ir the poll tax did prove ‘workable’ (say a 90-958 collection 
Rep ieOre aaa detiverad on tortcecane 2. A co-ordinator of national events rate), It is designed to force local authorities In successive 
oe aan Bath y io impton 3. A focus for the national media (but one which fs responsive to the years to either put up the poll tax to unrealistic and 
Kistrates. He shouted from wishes of the movement) Unpopular levels as the governmant steadily reduces the 


Poll tax demonstrators seize council tr \<rocsgumaiaae sein eee, a aMiaeter from anactl Imes 3s 19 
€asurer iit be the case, to cut local services and jobs to the po'nt 

'e sti 0 yeme’ im where they virtually cease to exist. But on the other hand, 
SAG stand:for armoyenient whith; {f local authorities yet a proportion of tha money they need 
(say 80 of even SUS), but are unable to collect the teat, 

values diversity - and encourages the tnvolvement of all groups, factions hich councils themselves would regard as proof of tts being 
and parties in the campaign, and individuals who have never been ‘unworkable’, there Is a great danger that thoy will sull be 
poliucally involved before. compelled by central government to drastically caduca the 
level of setvices and jobs they provide. Either way, the 

5 - = E result will be much the same, The only option open to 
stresses equally non-payment, non-prosecution and non collection and Stunary people Io this country Mf they wish to maistaln the 


avolds factional In-fighting over the emphasis of any one of these. system of local authority education, housing and welfare that 

most of us have growa up with, ts to defeat the poll tax 
is grass roots - reflecting the movement on the ground. We believe the gecistrely 1s the shortest possibla me. That means making 
movement should be organised on a delegate basis, where delegates are sure that they don't get the money and that councils grind to 


accountable to their regions and are recallable. a total halt forcing thls government of the next one to 
introduce on alternative system of local finance Immediately 


2 The poll tax is the most ambitious and oppre: 
defends those who are the victims of attack by the state; In particular, tha Torlee: hava) Fet'passeds snot unexpectedly also 


those arrested on the anti-poll tax demonstrations. We regret the used the most’ widespread and otganised opposition. We 
statement by Steve Nally about “naming names”. We do not fecl this is the seve a cdi guacel be wanita taat tats apposition ih at 
appropriate role of our movement. We should rather be putting the police effectively organised as possible at every stage. WE'RE 
on the defensive for their brutality. PAYINGII 


ar perwinal teasing” SMe At all Le 0 
Mundin quali for al none wartent ia 
nid ty lable tu pap 


itera 

aes 

ee Kinder, chatrrean of 
: 


COUNCIL treasurer 
way brid for an howe in 
; Mbiy tice yester 


Lhe Dnt penwo jailed for wot ry 
edited EET 
wie etna er te | ra neat 
Serratia | renee alae 
hell who phoned police to | cess ty basiits = 


y find he has not 
bed thrvueh wilful 


ETS said they 
ing withdsawal | 
| tie 


ateut 

Hing ay it did wide 

Nd rates syst 

Sell Murtons. a spokes 
N 


set conaitioas for | “The union was 
te uf the deb, social services teview which 
“Liapewonmeat— "| eant everyone In the 


wuld mut pay 
waullonaire 


29 wall 


but he bay repeated pub Se suted By the local pull tax 


y be dows not wish to pay | dors not attend the bearing, | @ Social services stall are ca | ped 


wotesters 
mere arrested as tbey left the | pay, 
Mice, ‘while the remainder | el 


Cyril Mundin — 


OW Sunder. Sth of 
around 1,000 people 
lo Alexundra Park. 
accompanied 25 people on 
the f part of the 400 mile 
People’s March te London, 
As well as these marchers. 4,, xu e « Teoper petebe. Malstesta seid "Phe only limit to the 
25 people will also marc! Gi Wir peep oppression of goverment Is the power 
m_ both Pr nd the es well the c y with which the people show themselves 
from both Liverpool and th LR ARi meee ie apaDie Gh copeaing. ICP" 8),2 TL 
: ! 
West Country to arrive the Dtographer of G as the Poll Tox strupile 
1 en 20th October. r 


active a Glas hows, f 
The London Federation 
agreed to organise a narct 
lo meet the marchers when oi) go 
they arrive and other events — ggainst 


6 rratsation wut Saleh eg 4 Towards a National Network 7 
The PEOPLES Crawl ‘eet id 


Numerous groups from around Britain have written to REFUSE & RESIST expressing a desire for 

greater cooperation and communication between Independant Groups (groups not dominated by 
tion ws the Peoples nt Militant or any one political faction). Several individuals have also written, asking for 
ten listen information about groups in their own areas. 


hetwork which can Rive the rest 
f working class s eple OF foct A e 2 * 
the Feopie’s Mere eg ot gt times, It is not the case, as some would argue, that the unity of the Campaign is being threatened 
Sand onlay aes er ite Ns by the existence of the Independants, Quite the contrary. ‘The strength of the Campaign is 
tian any other meeting, tee dependant upon the support of everyone who is opposed to the Poll Tax, regardless of their 

Raat cs eee, Wears ag political allegiances. Militant-dominated Federations and groups represent a great many of 

ch Coulee tett those who are against the Poll Tax. Independant groups also represent a great many people 


The Reape’ March is seen ae mq 
fo get across to workers and yt ™Y 
the ‘press: Black out” (12) buy wacteut 


‘argued that suet 
us the People's March eo, 


condemning 
use of the 


should be happening across this exploit. It was a c underline’ passivity and uld increase 7 . 
Fide Goaiire oni tie SPIT Jeaters 0, confirm their allege: orm AMHADL. eS i for: vatittude’ Gey Wevit'¢, who are against the Poll Tax. 
: leadershiy an be La . ‘ an Attemp! the Anti-Poll Tax mov kin 
They were misleading the workers. upper ri Je nnd not get totally ement, ; 
Ace mimy Sheriduti To march” fo | London = was t0 eapelicd from the Lubour Party, It is quite natural that various i F i and that different ideas on 
the Rimportant to wcknowledre the authority of London. syilitunt, throurh its stranglehold over ql F various factions and tendencies exist, ‘ With cooperation and 


tuke the message from Glasgow Te Stun and shiver in rags Ses the AntiPoll Tux Federation, hax been Fighting working lace how the fight against the Poll Tax should be waged will be expressed. p 
tBralongan Taney ithrougtis the ~ Cees Comrie: Seer pttemrting, Ao ahen the powers: thet prganisations are not built, communication between groups, each can learn from others' experiences, and provide support 
whole of Britain that MPs. stotus at mare ‘ cs any eno fles “For one another when needed. The forthcoming Scottish Forum is a step towards such unity. 


Me (Aldrecs) thot the AntiPoll Tax strugele will M . 
Thatcher's Poll Tax is mot wastes places to be sct aside i the remain in the realms of "democrane” Marches’ any — more jt The editorial team at R & R hopes that the following list of group contacts will be a step 
gy towards improved communications. 


P A 0 a ple gather and discuss and not venture Petitions or appeals. 
being accepted and will never Late where peop ue a 
a peat jal problems and gather strengti are creat : 

be accepted” (J). The mat to defy their exploiters not, like th aetIOn eg base Through direct 

aims & rea ts marchers, acknowledge them der to be in & position to wo: (hee Ee Tuggle and J 

"conspiracy of silence fostered the Hunger marchers trumped their the Ladour Party as 0 “left le ce ne Nee Me must Please note that we have listed contacts for those groups that have come to our. attention. 
ve, it cannot ticise th earn the lessons . i eas ts a atecmiaie 

ate SEMA Gait ke nGlors Inclusion on the list does not indicate affiliation to R & R, or suggest that groups are 


by the media to keep Scotland way into the mainstream of history, 
or the role of the Council in the stute experiences. ‘The Poll Tas in agreement with the various views expressed in the paper. 


where their abjection is held in high Party's inherent Cupitelist nature and trust our own 
and keep to slogging off the rightwing 


separate from the rest of Tagen" (8) 
wis put fermard by one leadership (and thus building illusions Will be defeated by mass 


Britain” (2) and "one of (its) 
most important features will 
off rally. in both of these). All thro: nonpayment — and industria} 
action, not by symbolic 


be communication" (3). Mr. 
i 
to the Council not to, firstly introduce gestures. 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR GROUP LISTED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF R & R SEND DETAILS TO: 
P.0.BOX 239 GLASGOW G3 6RA. F orum 


ahr abet INDIE 


ridan is confident that 
"this march will be successful 


s t 


in eliminating the reason for 
marching” (4) unlike the 
marches against unemployment 
to which the People’s March 
had been compared. 


danette McGinn, one of the 


at home, 


The question is, how do you change 


7 of thousand 


finally not to deduct money from 
benefits. These were all ignoved. 
The fight against the Poll Tax is as 
much against Labour as it is against 


la 


the Tories, The sooner people realise in (Pollokshields) 


this the better, 


AL the Ume of the Munger protest 


(Pollokshields) 


1. Militant 7.9.90 p.z 


The first’ ‘Scottish Forum’ — for 
independent Anti Poll ‘Tax groups and 
individuals took place in the Ruploch, 


shies The ruling m duly of this year a leaflet handed 2. Ax Above Stirling on 2nd June. 
original marchers, said that the prospect out anid "While (we) admire the ‘ 
"I hope we can get ACFOSS of them being in un organised position Bedication and sincerity of thase 4. \» Avove ‘The Stirling group were hosts to 
to people along the route of to discuss their provlems and uct to involved wen we feel that It tend 4. 4. snove activists from Aberdeen, Dundee, 


the march what a battle we've 
been having in Scotland and 
what successes we've had” 
(5). 


The Strothelyde Federation itself 
Sic PT most important factor in 
maintaining opposition to the Poll 
Tar se, as been the continual 
mobilisation against It. The "People's 
March? sw. is the next major event 
against the evil tax ...... (going through) 
every mejor town and city in England, 
Wales and Scotland with a clear 
message ~ THE POLL TAX MUST 
GO" (6), 


s the need te get the fart: 
¢ cle ple meron the 
but en honest 
appraisal of Whe march. its ideas ene 
Method must be done in order to 
the discussion within, and development 
of, he Anti-Poll Tex strug, 


The Pe 


's Mureh has been compured 


change ther in a more direct: wey 
than the hunger marches (which, lke 
the unemployment marches in the 
enrly 80's, had & cross-class support). 


wht “eweer 
for us for the ruling ele 
UL puts bec our strugries 


to encourage ‘sympathy and pity’ as 


opposed to ‘solidarity and support’ 5. \ilitunt 


which is the backbone of the Anti 


Poll Tax movement.”” The sume ean 6 Strathelyde Federation leaflet 
for send off rally 


Sid for the Peoples March, The 

Healer alse pave its alternative tog 
ppenling to the Couneil as building * 
Presistance in our community 
and workpluces (to) by-pass the 
inoclivity and scab mentality of ‘our’ 
Labour Council”. (11) Again the same 
conclusion can be draw AL the 
present Une, with poindings wroune 
the corer, Could not the energy, work 
Hover £46,000) hat he: 


Deel Wed ih b more productive was 
Hote be. 


oT LABOUR 
FOR SCCIALIST 


Militant 7. 


8. Workers City, p.d6-a7, ¢ 
Press 1988 


Foestutes und workpluces 12. Militu 


archist Programme; Life 
+ Freedom Press, 1984 


1 Action Gets the Goods, 
ww Anarchist Group 4.7.90 
Vinte the Peoples Murch buve 44, AS Above 


Mday) & 31037 (maght) 
SIDE: c/o S. Costa, Te 
Yowell St 1 pio, 


STONEY RN 


WEST MIDLANDS 


REDDITCH API: 33 Levsters Close, Win; 


ENGLAND (NORTH) 


LEEDS APT FED: c/o Le 

Saville Mount, Le 
TELD> NETHERINGE APT: 58967 
LIVERIOOL-KAVERTREE: 734-3145 
MIDDLESHOROUGH: c/a 45 Athol 


te 
) Troutbeck 


Glasgow, Edinburgh and the Lothi 
Although a windswept day dimini 
the turnout, around 80 took part in 
2 sessions of workshops and plenary 
discussions. Workshops included 
stopping Sheriff Officers, Refuse and 
Resist and effective network links 


Due to a misunderstanding, some 
Stirling activists opposed an Edinburgh 
proposul to estublish u loose network 
to organise further conferences. SWI 
members from Alloa and Abbeyhill 
(Edinburgh) tried to exploit the 
confusion und staged a pathetic walk 
out. 


Undaunted, a 2nd Scottish Forum is 
plunned for the 27th October in 
Prestonfield, Edinburgh. Booking 
should be done immediately (Details 


te he t er marches of the 1930's 14 1 ., STOCKPORT-RYTHENSIART lo 

Jedeee 3 Y Suys that for the Por TAX UPUALL: 855506 st i Penn SUK clo res back page). 
WHITH: 40979 & 40774 Kd. Gatby, Stockport s 

feat 4 weeks, the Anti-Poll Tux BALI ERS 17! Ss 40079 & 4077 


movement will be treading in their 
footsteps™ (7) ant quoter historian 
AJP Toylor’s description of them 
“a propagundy stroke of great effect. 
The Hunger hers displayed the 
fwilure of Capitalism in a wey thut 
mere figures or Iiterary descript 
could mot”. concludes by saying 
Tit is the game visual messyze thnt 
the Poll Tis marcher will seek to 
emulate” (Althouy' they do not sey 
how 75 trocksuited protesters a 
have the seme "visunl messuge’ os 
1,000 unemployed workers). As ts 
the case now with the Poll Tax strugete, 
the TUC actively worked against the 
Nationa! Unemployed Workers 
Movement (NUWM) and the Hunger 
marches and the police attacked their 
rallies in London. 


Tonnes. 


TRAPALGAK SWUARE DEFENDANTS" CAMPAIGN: 

071-685-8959 

CAMDEN: 071-431-2760 

CANNING TURN: c/o 14 Tease] Kay, W. Min E15 

CLAPHAM/ BRIXTON: c/o 121 Railton Rd. Brixton 

EY APT FED: 0426-9111 61 

oY MEOKLER: c/o 61 Leswin Kd. N16 

HOLMLEIGH RD: 809-7228 

WACKNEY-PEMARY: 985-7642 

WARINGEY-GREEN 

HARINGEY = HDi 
187 High Rd. N22. 

HARINGEY-SOUTH HORNSEY: c/o 9 Oxford Rd. N4. 

HARINGEY-TOTTENHAM: 081-802-9804 

LAMBETH: c/o 2 Norfolk House, Rushcroft Rd. 

STAMFORD HILL: 081-809-7228 

VAUXHALL: c/o The Cafe, Bormington Sq. SW. 


nit Green Rd, 
clo Box 40, 


ENGLAND (SaUTH) 


AYLESBURY VALE: ¢/o Do 
Aylesbut 

AVON FED: 3B Bel levi 

OXFORD; Box P, 34 Cowley Rd., Oxford. 

FORTSWOD (SOUTHAMPTON): c/o'D. Carr, 27 

Laighorn Rd, Skaythling & Portewood 556671 

al group info ~ 220642 

Local group info - 0703 

c/o 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 

PLYMOUTH: P.O. Box 105, Plynouth. 


2 belanre Close, 
ry, Bucks HP20 256. 
id. Easton, Bristol. 


WALES: 


CARDIFF-CANTON: c/o E. May, 34 Llandaff Rd. 
CLWYD APT FED: P.O, Box 462, Rhyl LLIB 1. 


REFUSE & RESIST 


available from 


FINANCIAL TIMES NEWSAGENT 


2 West Nile Street 


OPEN 24 HOURS 


NOTTINGHAM REPORT LABOUR LACKEYS 


Recently Labour Councillors have been im the papers and on T. 
that focal government services like home helps and pensioners bus passes 
will be cut because of the anti - Poll Tax campaign 

is a cowardly 


aiready Leen two Thursday 


with Broxtow 


ons dealing 


closed# photocopy) 
. They tuenonced 


yestul in clogging up t! 
aT iacabtunckentiea te Services are under threat because; F 
*ihe government has reduced the amount it pays back to local authe 
from peneral taxes 

“The alt Tax reduces the amount paid by the rich and big business when 
makes most of us pay more) 


*The Poll Tax costs three times as much to collect as the sates, 


A AtH the o 


oads of cases 


ant}, they © 


retused MP's compared to the rates (and 


c (ake) rights") 


The council knows all this and could have refused to collect it saying: 
*the vast majority of working people in Britain are against it - it is 


undemocratic. 
Spoll 13x makes the poor pay more and the rich pay less ~ it is a rich mans 


vple without 
here, where 
jh the Magiotrate 


the Labour Council sided with the Tories 


majority of working class 


tang at yet ar cade before th 


For a stan some of them will benefit from the Poll Tax or can easily afford 


Yotarates ru 
court, but this stall reans 


‘iso they wish to eppear “moderate” and “sensible” so as not to frighten off 
the yuppie vote. They would rather attach the poor and the principled 

They don't want to risk their nice careers and perks by breaking a law no 
matter how 


Cauca to be heard 


tlic gallery, and 


threw us cut when we c 
the end of that 
got through 2 or 


. the fight to education, heat! 


abolition ef slavery, the nght to ve 
and other social sevices, were won by ordinary people who when 
neccessary broke the law 
demanding safe working conduions to prevent another Piper Alpha 
disaster are breaking the law 

nothing particularly, 
obeying an 


in the oilfields 


Those workers on str 


g and chatting 
democratic 


The Poll Tax is a direct attack on our living standards and our communities 
and we have the absolute right to defend ourselves and those around us 
The anti - Poll Tax campaign stands in the proud tradition of fighting for 
and against injustice. 


t to stop the 
piace ot paper 


nothing core 


to bay you'se 


arrestrents 
} At ag difficult ab po 
tirst place 


it's worth wh 
for thea to get the liabilit 


Talking cf balifts, they've been out and about in W.bridgtord, 
far have been chased off by a roving ad hoc 
Looks like we might be gutting Ca's 
we've found cut who and where the bailiffe are, go who knows what 
(watch this opacet) 
scare tactics, the Counct) know full woll that they can't get the 
rotiey out of 40,000 who have payed nothing, and a turther 
have gince defaulted, thin way. And wage 
organasation outside of union control which 


The Labour Council blame others for the results of their own cowardice 
Like the bullies they are, they threaten us with warrant sales. wage 
bank arrestments, But these have proved to be empty threats. Lothian 
reminders and the Sheriff's Officers 186,000 
here we are in October 1990 and there have 
been no warrant gales in Scotland. and only a handful of bank and 


Region has sent out 406,000 
Summary Warrants, yet 
Certainly this 


To the Regional Council we say you are corrupt and cowardly. Resip: 


ARSORERORE To the Sheriffs Officers we say, we are many, we are organised and we are 


LETTERS 


Dear R&R, 


We would the to thant yuu for your 
very full and informative report [ror 
otland = it dif us a wartd 

that the fight un 
strong aqamtt the 


tw 
sual iss 
fax 


Our compaig 


@ lull and ore now 
to pick up again 

of court cases around the country, 
Many of these court cares tnuth 


Tyneside, Isle of Wight) ended in fio 


because the authorities did not ot vere 
the rules and requlations sufficwutly 
ead were eaunht out by the AntiePo! 


- However, th 
lunatic Tory 
which 


reo 
areas 4 
have 


Tax compa) 
stil a fe 
es = Northempton 


from their mistakes end are posing 
full steam ahead to arind these 
campaigns into the ground, How eve 
as far as we can ascertain, thes bi 
not been able to get Hailif{s tate many 
houses (One instance reported wa 
(hat the Naitffs looked th the 
windows in order to mint up nend 
= 1 think that fell throug! 

Mt is imposible to oscert 

the goods belong to 

concemied). 


Locatly we now have over 35 campeians 
in Nottinghamshire and bout 2% oF 
so in Nottingham itself. The 
campaigns have hed an tn 
effect on the older ones end 
cases ere large, with over @ thourond 
members. 


newer 


As far as Nottingham City ts concemed, 
We in Siersood have just had reminders 
ond are waiting for the court 
summonses tn 2 weeks time. They 
have decided to pick a fex prop 
here and there rather than do a 
coverage of a whole The other 
parts of the City are being done tater. 
We had a good public meeting of S0- 
60 people, many of whom had reminders 
and all of whom were prepared to 
go to Court if necessary. We are now 


West End Park St, 
CLASGOW, G3 


Dear Kefuse & Resst, 


I have just finished reading ‘Re 


& Heist! No. 4, It ts bath entertaining 
and enlightening, However, this base 
of those who are unhappy with the 


way Militant are conducting themselve 
fa this campaign (ond Militant’: patitic 
in general can fall into a dangerous 
trap. 


The — personal trades, however 
emotionally justified, must be truthful 
and accurate, We must not allow 
the media to find their ‘information 
from sources fighting the Poll Ta 
Rumours, misinformation, and malicinus 
les are the ultimate breeding ground 
of sectarianism. In the process of 
looking for a *juicy” piece on Tommy 
SMreridan for instance. The story may, 
if it exists, one of two must do %, 
(am sure they do for everybody The 
enemy con make use of this type of 
dirt, even make it up themretves, 
to moke us look foolish. 


I would stick to the political mistakes 
of our comredes tn the Federation, 
but let us not play a game of Tennis 
with political mistakes, Let serious 
work end political exposure continue. 
Mistekes con be rectified. Treating 
the "enemy within” like scum falls 
into hands of recetionaries. There 
are those tn the Militant who mutt 
team this lesson as well. 


Fratemalty Yours, 


Paul Anderson 


BADGES AVAILABLE FROM 


Box Dam, 

48 Rethel St, 

Norwich, 

Near R&R, Norfolk. 
Franks for paper which hav been 
dtrituted tere, First Class Thought 
sa might like clippings from Fast 


Yoqtion area, All fram Lattem 
ily Press, @ Tory rng ttait what con't) 


ML the beet, 
John Balt 


few PBR, 


Iner 
mis 


#18 te hetys er 
tat 


Starlir 


Mewet every reaponon } four Gerth 
ton of Milstants, af course 
in fwvour of PAR view of th 


nant Glangen demon in March, 


that people Tike the very 
straightforward approach of R&R to 
the dames involved, witch nume up 


sovinst, art is in direct apposition 
*. the various poditieal careeriatn 
tureaucrate wh 


¥ (rev 


T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE FROM R & R 
TRICE £4 plus 75p PSP. 
CAN'T PAY: WON'T PAY: DON'T PAY 
CAR STICKERS: 75p plus PSP or 


ALSO 
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c/o Tax A, 
October Books, 
de Onlow Rea, 
Southampton, 


Dear Hofuse & Resist, 


We are a fledgling group of Claw 
Struqate Anarchist, fam writing to 
tell you about the apmiting state of 
the ANUPOl Tax movement in our part 
of the world, and to ask far het on 
remertying tt. 


The — Sauthampton — Federation tvn't 
Mititent dominated = the 
Southnmpton branch of Mulrtant® 

After the Rattle of Trafalgar the three 


strong unions in the inner erties got 
fucked off with similar state 
ty Nolly and Sheridan in the tucal p 


anit the general running of Honas vv 
the ety, These uninns disafflioted 
The Dederation maw comets a) ate 
12 Porque unum, whaise ster test 
fuses deat ay bette Me et 
' rlected each ater te tt 
Feat ra sovereun Me eett 
1 Penieally a enltection af pwnr sete 
fnree SH LAE Say inur of the ap ees set 
Files ert atenat Ve Lathe pes 
hecame ereatures (me be vel 
On a picket lite te an aeuri tint 
“The difference between you ert mt 
is that you haven't realised that the 
worhing class isn't yet copatle of nokia 
after itself and needs peopte Lhe me 
to da it far them®, b) to someone aft 
a Public Meeting ~ “bnt it areet 6 


the, want 


you're telling people what 
to hear = having them eat out of your 
Nant and c) claiming tn the pre thet 
he sas responsible for the Ise nf Wie 
Vietarsh This te sale deciding benty 
fhe Fed. Rankeandfile member 
Nove ne wate. The Led. withuth site 
infarmation frum us and hu dane 
taraaernth ing earl erent 
partyetautding. They have alt the fount 


net infin, deaving Moe invtepe ritene nonnens 

fours ineffective al the mumens thew 

Puble meetings are tae deo 

» Heading dane ent 

Statin! tar shouidt bea ern 
eoclear ty the teat teat thy 


non-payzent waiting for you! Id & Dist. Com. Resistance to the Foll tn the process of priming pople up NISCOUNT FOR BULK ORDERS! ' rie style of argancation tien aff 
Nottanghurshire alone 30 that they know what they ere doing Liz baler carefully be 
end also don't lose heart. We are also Down With Poll Tax ers and having a oeleses per 
bailiffs in England have sore power than those in Scotland, but scouring the area to find out all the abing any oppesition Freel e upy 
making euch TWAT Tr hi people who have reminders and are ABERDEEN Down With All Taxes ta be trouble-raking and deviesve 
group in W. Bridgford aanaged to catch up with I I likely to receive summo' 
a couple of tires, but they avoided confrontation by driving off 4 AGAINST THE POLL TAX the Foll Tax may be unfnir, even an Naw the independent unions arr t+ yi 
‘ Together we'll brat this hoted tax! capitalist terms, hut that is not the tn recuperate months uf etter! , what 
TELEPHONE HOTLINE reason we oppose it, We oppose it ts where hopefully yor ean hele Mo 
han Wels (Convenor, Sterwood and Gesse2z for the same renson we oppexe Anarchist Group hay dev Meni! 
Mont back to the courts after work yusterday, and they District Antl Poll Tax Campa’qn) creases an rent, mortrates and a Public Meeting an deating with tant 
ang A hardcore of ay electricity, ete, We oppnse it because since all the Ped. ones have basinal! 
people were still there, making @ lot of noise to keep their 4 Guy, 1 (8 an increase in our cost of living tied to us and totally avatded thw sutyes 
pirate up tly crappy SWP “we are THE Tory hatera” type Cont. from P.3 11? Derby Kd., nd nn attack on our living standards, of Public Order situations arising, anit 
stuff, “Well, acu you really, you sean you hate the Tories. And Oni. previous, ‘occasions We) had: no Newtown, totally failing to pee-urganise ants bail 
there was little ol’ ee thinking everyone loved thea to bits”. 2 47 Partick! 28 Drumoyne/ 30 Mosspark/ 77 Paisley 48 on & difficulty in securing Labour <penkers. Southampton. Be jp iphee Alters jereenisallon:. of tortics. 
even had an SHY cesber tell pe in Leasington recently that "you Anderston Govan Bellahouston Central Kelvin Valley This recent reticence to share a | pene RAK Co tae ree tee ett me NIN We were hoping you could pevite a 
uhoulda't criticise Labour Councils"! Ag a corade in NOttANgher —yicam Gren ea Daieeed tiaes beeass pais posta, platform with APT reflects a growing 2A Rae to be successful this struggte Mut saeqter for this meeting, Maybe im 
put at, they've gone oo far down this line that even the fost es : one oon intolerance towards non-payers.. Coutd you please send me deta af otond fhe tite metas mit Reeds t0 ag juirely opportunistic move they enuht 
basic Trot polaticu haa got lowt in the eayhes. Bankrupt or what ae : “g eee the October march aqamet the Pall where we ate at eng atrepeate Comment on the sterility af sentra 
eg wits desix Sa ended fata Soaedat se eeeel las Grampian in common with nll Scottish | Tar, a* there are a numtyr of us eh anes eponiaalen and tba el fect iene of 
@lue? Oh yes, the beesto: w gh local authorities has experience: March who are findina 11 fe way is to shark in targe pay TMENeOty cantral and the ne 
well yesterday. They soved the 4,000 aunscnses out of Know Your Increase in compere Hh Sian train information, feat: cewior to tain vecmint nf the fol CreMtiatty of a selfactive workiog ct 9 
an obscure Lattle used court in Bingham, which 1 s h a nedaminated — bederatinn, Lan tlle, OF ae ae badly ta cuincite with ua tent 
and. told people the had to write for 4 personal hearing. But it Regional se, ewan ml mel ivaleethelowraben: | TK fared (a: BoOlr © (GEE eat eke MIE: SNE LACE ea, Die) membera of the: aibles wii 
didn't work as although only a few people turned up Councillor a pet oaying. bu y reveal | cickers wei thiat anil of the facts behind the Ped. 
(understandably enough) it looks like nearly a thousand cases H Shortfall in their anticipated wg Ms could take place after 
have been adjourned to Novesber, to be heard in the city. The ard aba years the Anit gotta manvementhis becmsetliog Lothian about counties ecomes:. Since’. Labour: . Joined) UN ill dy audited. caulit isthe) achdusieopue= ~ iva widemirend <indesteleetsimacrdey Detnber 20th tema an bnewtin, 
great thing about this io that the Beeston/Stapleford campaign thar sooner OF Lier they would (3.e the chowe ef veming an enatfoa ge decomsning py Coalition with the SLD the ritual | or p, & fL,, 20 far veww seen up ty tased on workpliees net localitien, L274 and acceommentation erst tw 
now knows who has been sunzonsed (wa had no idea ‘till the day Ker Nuw, when tes statements against the Poll Tax have | xn. 4, We will send \enr @ donatins ould Ineluce Rs a ie and Wapefully transpert one 
itself before, because needless to say they won't tell us in UNIS ACOMANDLY HE dried up. Our two MPs, Doran and | ot a later dete. nee pemionrs east no enn get lntepenitent “wy 
advance), #0 they can now get round to those people and encourage Hughes, never mention it, although out ilae jes ai 1 the meeting. 
a couple of hundred or so to turn up. Writ, SCARLET 20 0 high Reva there is no stopping their ‘cleck and | Ax an Independent Anti-Poll Tox uninn ample of thes was in Polind ae 
reduces the amount of tax paid by the rich and big business. bl on every — other — topic. | in Southampton we feel quite wotated of yours ita, shen striking workers LNOMEX Anyreny for keeping uy hopeful 
Anger in East Anglia ©, The Tories have slashed the money available te local authorities Inceensingly, dissidents within the | and we wonder if you could tellus whet eluded in their demamts rames for (eed th WOE cameo ffoction 
: Bee to maintain basic services in order to privatise them, local party are coming under pressure. | ettempts have been mode to unite ant come of the sections of the working tance ta the tag and ity in oqat 
In Norwich ulone 40,023 Red Letter Thatcherite 0s, the Poll Tax revolt. The pull Tax custs much more to administer than the rates Electability is the buzz word ns affinity | Of facilitate connection: between these clas who cant mrily enka, quey IM hope nf peace latter te f 
reminder Jetters have been sent out, ts drawn on cluss lines. AS 2 pensioners cards and monogrammed mugs become | "run. ts henlthy workers. and nm te 
In Ipswich, South Norfolk, Cambridge, in North Norfolk put it after Linbility Leshian Regsonat Council eom tells us that Warrant Sates will be wied the new emblems of Socialist cred. self determining soclety tneed 
Great Yarmouth non-payment is over Orders were grunted against them:- against thote who are refusing to poy — Rather than ‘Forward with Labour | Yt !n Strugaic. tthe peeent elunnte that Jind matic ers ond free en 
30%, e ae he the new slogan should be ‘linck to Stenson nf the tragite is diffienn, oe ataw ahat Teneon, 
Houses with 10 of 12 rooms witl THERE HAVE BEEN NO WARRANT SALES IN SCOT the Future’. The fight continues. M pA a Veer bre foal 
A so-called ‘Boom’ area in the people paying the same as | have to SO FAR, NOR WILL THERENEAS LONG AS fartin oe fully, 
pay. It is totally unfair". (Cyril and sear TEN GIVES Charlle (Aberdeen APT) Stneeston 2, lox W, clo Raven Prem, 
PEOPLE For Guy on behalf of Newtown APTUU 75 Pieasilly, Manchester WY 2H) Dave 


Janice Chatten). PVORT EACH O11 
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Federation Conference 


conference of the 
Strathelyde Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation was attended by 
133 delegates from 37 
community groups and 3 Trade 
Union branches, at the Moir 
Halls, Glasgow. 

ul rhetoric the conference 


The sixth 


erway. The session was split 
into two, the discussion of the 
Executive statement, 
Motions amendments and — elections 


and then u legal question und answer 
session with Gordon Dangerfield 
followed by u closed section on Sherif! 
Officer uctivity. There was also a 
er from the Off-Shore Inc 
Liaison Conimittee and — Glasg 
District Nelgo, 


There were no 
Ec. statement o WOHUILEnts 
ough Ue Pollokshields — motion 
was witha due to their delegates 
thinking it hud been met by the 
Federation organising transport to 
the London mareh on October 20th 
IL was ugreed to have a "day of protest 
outside the Procurator Fiscul’s office 
in Clyde St. on October 19th as 
Strathelyde’s part of the international 
duy of solidarity with the Trafal 
Square defendents. 


Inst the 


The best parts of the duy were the 
speakers from NALG! OILC and 
Solicitor and Dumfries APT uctivist 
Gordon Dangerfield (who covered 


h wide range of topics) The closed 
section about the Sheriff Officer. 
was postponed due to time 
considerations, to the next Aggregate 
on October 10th. This will discuss 
the continuing action against the 
Sheriff Officers and, as such, it’ is 
essential that as many people as 
possible go from all groups. According 
to the police, the "rules had now 
changed" and would arrest and charge 
any protesters involved in occupatior 
surveillence or stopping Sheriff 
Officers, This duc to pressure by 
Sheriff Officers and the higher officials 
in the state, 


No Poll Tax Figures 


In Glasgow for last year, the 
official non-payment — figure 
45.6%. In Strathclyde the 
figure is 1 in 3 for 1990's Poll 


Tax. After 18 months in 
Scotland, between 14 and 
12 million people have not 


paid. In the U.K. as a whole 
that figure is 14 million, At 
the Strathclyde Federation 
it was stated that 72% had 
not paid this year's Poll Tax 
in Scotland. With these high 
levels of non-payment, what 
has been the effect on bills 
and the Council. 


Glasgow News 


In conclusion, the conference was 
disappointing, not because of the low 
turnout (which can be attributed to 
other factors than “nothing is 
happening"), but because it seems 
that the Pederation conferences are 
becoming more sterile. The level 
of discussion and original ideas, was 
low (although if the closed section 
did happen then maybe this would 
not have been the case). 


not help thinking that to a great 
the Federation (and to a lesser 
extent the locul groups) are structured 
in such a way that input of “ordinary 
peopie’ is limited and that the 
atmosphere of Federation mectings 
does put people off getting involved. 


The best responses so fur have been 
in those conferences with workshops 
people directly discuss the 
issues. A step in the right direction 
would be converting the whole 
conference into o series of workshops 
with decision mak y sessions 
(us opposed to motions 
to & statement drawn up by a small 
minority), Only continuous debate 
and free discussion can involve people 
in the popular, direct decision making 
needed for any real working class 
fighting organisation, Unfortunately, 
the Federation, as it is structured 
now, does not, I think, promote this. 


in whiel 


lain (Pollokshiclds) 


arel Unit way in 
1 Ua, 
f pares wath of 


sani 


In Cent Region only £11 
from an £84 inerease in Poll 
Tax was due to non-payment. 
In Strathclyde, of a total 
Council short-fall in money 
of £175 million only £62 million 
was due to non-payment. 
These figures clearly show 
that it isn't non-payment that 
is causing Council cuts and 
vast increases in the Poll Tax. 
These are due to the Poll Tax's 
nature. As was pointed out 
at the start of the non-payment 
campaign, the Poll Tax would 
increase greatly every year 
as well as causing the Council 
to cut services. We were 


Pollokshields Group Report 


Things in the ‘Shields have 
been quite quict. We have 
had two successful Public 


Meetings at which we agreed 
to affiliate to the Trafalgar 
Square Defence Campaign 
(T:S:D:C.); organise street 
stalls and pub collections as 
well as updating and improving 
our phone tree. This last point 
was seen to be essential and, 
as such, we will be giving 
this priority before our next 
public meeting. This meeting, 
as well as having a speaker 
from the Strathelyde 
Federation on poindings, will 
be our Annual General Meeting 
and will be held on Wednesday, 
$list October at 8.00 p.m. 
in the PDA Halls, MeCulloch 
St. We are also twinning with 
au group in Bolton after Mick 
from our group spoke at 3 
Public Meetings in Bolton 
during the summer. 

MICK (Pollokshiel 


a] 


Strathclyde Fed. Aggregate 


At the Federation Aggregate on 12th 
September at Glasgow Tech, the 
Springburn/Royston delegate reported 
that Sheriff Officers had been seen 
in Royston and they had visited, mostly, 
single parents. Fortunately they did 
not try any poindin and just left 
letters saying they “had called but 
nobody was in". Royston was organising 
a Public Mecting in the urea. 


In Mount Florida and Paisley, it seems 
that the Sheriff Officers ure "testing 
the waters". 


Aso Yoker and Spittal A.P.T.U.s 
reported that their respective Resource 
Centres had cancelled their meetings 
due to local Labour Party pressure 
Mocal Councils hold the purse strings 
for Resource Centres). 


lain (Pollokshields) 


right) then, we're still right 
now. 
If you really want to see 


Council services not cut or 
the Poll Tax bills get bigger 


then join the non-payment 
campaign. Only getting rid 
of the Poll Tax will mean 


lower bills and more services. 


No Poll Tax here, you know 
it makes sense! 


lain (Pollokshields) 


'Comrades' were forced to 
paces behind the 


of the mid 70's ‘Litter’. 
bug isn't catching! 


FPDP MI ZK 


"RANT & RAVE! 


Expelled 


It seems that Militant have enraged 


Lenin Lives ~ Well Almost! 


local people once again as a result 


of their limelight seeking activities! 


Two members of the CPGB (Leninist) 
were sent 


to Glasgow to join the 


walk 10 
rest. Not to be 


We hope the 


A letter appeared in the Bournemouth 
Echo claiming all of the work of the 


People's March. Despite having a local Anti-Poll Tux group was led 
lot in common, Militant members 8nd inspired by Militant ~ the writer 
treated them like lepers and the Was of course, a Militant member, 


Fast Dorset Against the Poll Tax were 
so amused that they voted to exclude 


ouldonc, our 2 Leninist friends decided — Militant members from meetings. 
that they wou'd cover every lamp Not that it) made much difference 
post’ between Glasgow and London - they hadn't been attending for months 
with their infantile "Lenin Lives' anyway 

sticker The local plod took exception 

and charged them with ‘Breach of — R. & R. Goes Awol 

the Peace! and the ancient by-law 


‘America Today' repo-ts that a group 
of G.Ls have hav 


» decided that the 


war in the gulf is not for them. The 
forward thinking Marines have formed 


Hop On, Hop Off 


a group © 
AND RE 
that before? 


Collective 


cd - wait for it - REFUSE 
* Now where have | heard 


Amnesia afflicted Jim 


Cameron and other Strathclyde Fed. 


We hear that some people have been 
doing more marching than others on 
the "Peopie's March". Rumour has 
it that the accompanying van has been 
in constant’ demand since it left 


Glasgow. On leaving a town, ‘Marchers' and 
been the 
restored, 

Councillor 
clone acting as Mirute Secreta 
we must scale down our action. Earlier 
another 'M 
Region 

after all. 


have been piling into the van, driving 
to within a couple of miles of the 
next town and ‘marching’ into address 
the next welcoming rally!’ One of 
the few non-'Militants’ from Glasgow 
on the March gave up, scunnered by 
the control by Militant cadres of all 
events, 


executive members at the Aggregute 
on 10th October. 
APT 
end of the Aggr 
national day of action against Bailiffs 


Angela from Possiv 
meeting at the 
te that the 30th 


reminded the 


Sheriffs was supposed to have 
main topi Memory was 
leading Militants such as 


Chick Stevenson and a 


ftant’ said Charlie Gray, 
Labour leader wasn't so bad 


RIGHT LADS 
EVERY Bopy 


Barney In Berne 


"Maggie To Hell" were the sentiments 
of an Anti-Poll Tax mob in Berne, 
Switzerland in a noisy protest against 
a visit by Thatcher. 20 were arrested. 


International News 


All Black 


Reports from New Zealand suggest 

one of the Conservative Parties want 
to introduce a Poll Tax. The Maoris 
will be on the warpath. 


11 


Oops! 


A recent print run of the "No Sheriffs 
Here" Poster in Strathclyde contained 
a contact phone number which was 
unfamiliar, On telephoning, it was 
revealed that it was the number of 
Militant's office in Glasgow, not the 
Federation shop. Go on give ‘oma 
bell - 041 331 2424, Tommy's watting 
for your call! 


Militantspeak (Again!) 


"It was an unprovoked attack by the 
Police ss. Ute Metropolitan Police 
started the whole thing . but 
some people took advantage of the 
family atmosphere". 


Jim Cameron (Chair, Strathclyde 
at the recent conference) 


Baby Talk 


"| saw a fire extinguisher thrown from 
the scaffold and smash through a 


baby's pram". 

Tommy Armageddon — (Strathclyde 
Aggregate, April 1990) 

Firing Blanks 

"Firefighters from F.B.U., a unton 
which supports this Federation, had 


slabs of concrete and scaffold thrown 
down on top of them". 


Tommy Armageddon (Strathclyde 


Aggregate, April 1990) 


"When the fire engines came, tl was 
a moment of calm, the crowd parted 
to let them through v1. Uhat was 
the most peaceful part of the riot". 


Eyewitness speaking on Despite TV's 
Battle of Trafalgar” 


Yoof! 


"The youth will be working all the 
nightshifts under the sun!" 


Kirsteen Walker 
Federation Yoof! Officer) 


(Strathelyde 


Will ie Real Josef Stalin Stand Up? 


We hear that the guest speaker at 
the recent Moming Star rally in Govan 
was none other than our own commissar 
for the Poll Tax, Tommy Armageddon, 
Tommy (or 'Uncle Tommy’ as he's 
now known to the comrades) opened 
with "The Moming Star is the only 
daily paper to give coverage to Fed. 
etc. etc.” You know what they say 
Tommy ~ "It takes one to Iniow one! 


Pole-Axed 


Counter Information (Sept./October 

'90) has photos of a Polish protest 
outside the British Embassy. 

(send SAE to CI,11 Forth St., Edinburgh) 


LONDON DEMO 
SAT. 20th OCTOBER 


The Trafalpar Square Defence Cormattee have orpanisec 
feeder march which will assemble at 9 RSEFE 
poXt MAGISTRATES COURT (hestminster, Bridge} 
before joining, the mrin march which bles at 10, 3%ar 


KENNINGTON PARK. 


-D.C. will take marchers near 
outh of the river) unlike the 
eration march which will po lo FRC 


4.00pm. 


The route chosen by the T 


the seat of power (though 
route of 
PARK 


the Fe: 


near BRIXION for a rally between 1.09 & 


DC 
A number of jailed Trafalpar 5 
and where a nunber of 


also plan a rally outside BRIXTON PRISON at 
are protestors 
Jail licides” 


Second Scottish Forum 
Saturday the 27th. of October 1990. The venue will be Cameron House Com- 
munity Centre in Prestonfield, Edinburgh. This facility has disabled access, also, 


acreche and food will be available. A nearby pub- venue for the social. 
metable (prope 


10 40am Tes & Colfee, senting in | pray Fatale 
Os Proposed Workshops 
12 00 po 
LW pm 1. Communications - To include a discussion of Refure & Re-ust 
2Wpm 2. Trafalyar Square Defers How they orf: 
4.00pm Teatreah 3. Sheriffs’ Officers Actior 
AAS yun RE pesth feoos wanksbogs.||| av DBCes Actions sac Desa’ 
445 pm Dinalse: 3 Local Orpanisan stribunion of leaflets « the practicalities 
GOO pm Evening meal 6 The Politics of Deb 
7.00 pm Secial 
Pieave make cheque payable to SCOTTISH FORUM, and send to Prestonfield Conur 
Resistance, C/o Geoff Craig .7 Spence St, Edinburgh, EMI6 SAG 
DONAT IO; 
3D—Don't pay, Don't collect, Don't im- DONATIONS 
INA NS 


plement—is a paper and network for anti-poll 


tax activists, both in or out of the All Britain DO 


OD 


Ss 


Federation. It provides an independent voice in NEEDED TO 
the anti-poll tax movement, information, re- FUND R&R x 


ports and a critical viewpoint on events hap- 
pening around the country. 
For more info contact: 
3D, c/o 11, Springfield Road 
London NIS 4AY 


| 


If you vould Like to receive REFUSE & 5 
basis, please complete the form below a 


topether with 6 postage stanps. This will 
GROUPS 


Af ordering large munbers, 


supply. 


extra st 


: AND 


a | 
=| 


DONATIONS, 
RERUSE & RESIST 19 a FREE publication and, as such, it is All articles, letters and d 
dependant on donations from groups and individuals. 


CEXEROUSLY!!! 


PLEASE GIVE 


10 hours that shook 


CONTACTS 


POLL TAX RIOT 


Acab Press: Dedicated to all working class heroes 


EM 8884 24,00 
TH BHR age XI EAE (laze). Sosa 


Trafalgar Square 


st March 200,000 people took to the streets 
4 the Poll Tax. This demonstration en 
up wah a nol in the centre of London, Hundreds ol police olticers we 
injured and there were mass looting sprees throughout the West Erd 
The day atter, the captalist media came down ike a fon of bricks in an 
attempt to reenpoze their reaity, portraying the noters violence 2s s 

mandiess lunacy and trying to hde the much wicier suppor # had 
amongst the working class. What follows 1S an alternative reaity, tho 
story from the other side. the peopie on the streets, Now read on 


On Saturday 31 
London fo demonstrate agains! 


Atter we have met out costs, all proceeds trom the sale ot this 
parnphiet will go to defendants and the defendants’ campaign 


This pamphlet is anti-copynght and can be treely reproduced by any 
fevolutionary group But copynght protects it rom being used 
by journalists, nch bastards, etc. June 1990 


The Destruction of Toytown U.K. 


The above pamphlet is a random collection of 
thouphts instigated by the great Poll Tax 
riot of March 31st, 1990, It ran from on- 
the-spot observations by participants, to é 


wader theoretical reflection. 


£1 from BM Blob, London WCIN 3XX 


*Twinned Against The Poll Tox" 


Any Scottish Anti-Poll Tax group who would 
like to twin with an English Anti-Poll Tax 
group to exchange experience. information, 
ideas etc. Write to Twins, c/o Robert Fox. 
26 Glen St.. Toll Cross, Edinburgh EH3. 


MG TURBO, 0-0,67 SEOONDS. 


CHEAPER 'TWAN THE POLL TAX 


ya) ae 


tion or details + 
ost 


STOP PRESS: For last minute inforr 
events requiring coverage by the editorial team coll 
423 679 or 427 6398 


lonations to:- 


P.O.Box 239 Glasgow G3 6RA. 
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REFUSE “2 RESIST. 


T’S WAR 


Defeat The Poll Tax 


3 
sayy It 
ral 


March will see two of the largest 
demos so far against the Poll 


Tax. These demos mark the 
continuing success of our 
declared war on the Tories 


and their Poll Tax. 


will march in 
of thousands 


‘Thousands 
whilst tens 


Glasgow, 
will take 


to the streets of London. The message 


of the ordinary people at these demos 
will be that the real wur is at home 
~ against Capitalism! 


As thousands line up in the Gulf to 
be used as the cannon fodder of 
imperialism - hundreds of thousands 
more will be waging war on the streets 
against’ Major, Heseltine, Hurd and 
the boss class that they represent. 


Despite some lulls in the Poll Tax 
campaign, non payment continues 
to grow. In areas of Glasgow non- 
payers are firmly in the majority. 
Areas of London report 50% non 
Payment figures. North and south, 
working class peeple have recognised 
that the real war is the class war. 
Bailiffs have been busted in England, 
and in Scotland the sheriffs are shagged 


NEWS FROM LOCAL ANTI-POLL 


PRICE: BY DONATION 


out by the level of harrassment they 
receive from the local communiti 
they have targetted. We must ensure 
that their lack of success is sustained. 
Where the official Fed. leadership 
fail to mobilise - then we have to 
be prepared to take up the challenge. 


Last year's London demonstration 
led to battles on the streets and the 
political frame up of hundreds of anti- 
poll tax activists by the police. At 
times, the official rantings of the 
Fed. leadership only helped the police. 


Whatever happens this year at) the 
demos, let's ensure that there 
is maximum unity about who is to 


blame for the level of anger that exists 
towards the Poll Tax. 


It is the same people who ure gleefully 
looking forward to an all out war in 
the Gulf that have been waging an 
all out war upon us - it is the Tories 
who were responsible for last years 
riots; it is they who continue their 
violence against the working class 
~ whether it be in the shape of the 
poll tax or war in the Gulf. 


Kidder (Dennistoun) 


TAX GROUPS 


FIRST QUARTER 1991 


"Smash The Tories" 
"No Poll Tax Here" 


"No War But The Class War" 


Council Gets Red Card 


Yor the 3rd yer running, the Lothian 
Council meeting on 28th January to 
set the new Poll Tax was disrupted 
by independent anti-poll tax activists. 


a restricted gallery, the Council 
reluctantly agreed to 4 deputations 
against the poll t Federation 
spenker Andy © S spoke and then 
exited stage left with his henchmen. 
two speakers from Prestonfield and 
Sciennes-Marechmont exch gave rousin 
culls for the abolition of the tay, an 
amnesty for non-payers, and fora 
Lubour Council to stop using the threat 
of Warrant Sales against working. class. 
people, 


The last speaker, from Stockbricyre, 
then opened up: "We're here to blow 
the whistle on you and give your 
Council the red card", At this signal 
ull 15 got up vigorously using whistles 
and brandishing red cards Alter 
conferring with Labour Leader Erie 
Milligan, the Chief Inspector sent 
in a police ‘snateh squad’ to apprehend 
the last’ speaker. ‘The gallery was 
cleared and 4 arrested by officials 
in blue serge who get truneheon 
vouchers from the council. 


The crowd then descended on the Polis 
station with instantly made up banners: 
“Free the 4". Two hours Inter Gury 
from Prestonfield, Colin from 
Sciennes/Marchmont, and Oliver and 
Mike from Stockbridge were released 
after being charged with "Brench of 
the Peace". S.1.V. covered the action. 
The 1991/2 Poll Tox was set ot £584 
for Edinburgh - even inillion 
cuts! 


Tiny Wharton 


OkBlok, October 22 


for the OkBlok blockade of Faslane. It was my first 
ly nerve-wracking as I didn’t know what to expect. 
loads of police about. We went to march 


We were in a four-person affinity group 
blockade against Trident, and it was real 


We arrived at about 6.45 am and there were already \ 
up from the car park and the police tried to make us go on the footpath. This would have 


been funny as there were two wheelchair users in our group, and with all the police loitering 
and their transport parked on the kerb we would have run over quite a few police feet and 
scratched their vans. So we continued on the road, marched and wheeled round the traffic 
island and quickly went for North Gate and locked on in the road. At this point there were a 
lot of people around, everybody doing their own thing with lots of music and singing. Oh, 
and I didn’t see any politicians so they will not be mentioned in this article as they have had 
enough press already. 
About two hours later the police arrived to remove the first group that had taken North Gate. 
We were pulled this way and that - I didn’t realise we were there for them to practice tug of 
war, But then what should happen than the batteries on their revolving saws started to run 
out, Oh dear. The well-prepared police did not have enough batteries to cut the last of us 
loose. If you ever lock on under a wheelchair it’s good to use big heavy tubes, but be careful. 
The police decided to practice some different sawing techniques on our arm tubes and some 
nasty cuts were given. 
Then we were led away and the process of processing us all began, Sam was taken to van 
and put on a ramp that got stuck half way up and the police had to lows the ramp again and 
try to make it work, Apparently at the police station they could not take his fingerprints 
because the fingerprint room was not wheelchair- ssible. The women were taken to 
Kilmamock police station, and I heard after we were released that it used to be one of the 
worst in the area, But I’ve been in a lot of police stations and so far | think it’s one of the 
nicest, 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the “block and Roll” from the 11 
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back : 
be r Quite « 


Peeple 


|, whew of vt 40 
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GHT OF THE LADYBoys 


Four years ago, Faslania Housing Co-o; 
alternative to the conflict-based way the . ta 


People started arriving on Friday evening and we e r 


The gathering really got started on Saturday moming, 


working to attend any workshops, al 
I realised how shit we are at ane rig mia 
Saturday night saw the party, opened, of course, by L 
camp gig, plus quarter of the band are members ofa seataty 
bloke on the decks. Then some freak from Talamh se ona Tw 
joined in, and soon everyone was dancing at their oes “Ft i 
was no point him being there, and packed u coe 
All the while, about half the men were dr. 
women as dapper young men. 
Sunday lunchtime saw the final meeting, before 
malingerers cleaned up the building. 
I think a good time was had by all. 
Thankfully we didn’t have to do everything 
things. Well done to everyone who did anythin 


-ummox are obligatory at any peace 
‘0 good bands followed, then some 
erie then some scouse git 

m. The deck bloke the is “ 
i Po oat ck bloke then realised there 
essed as women, some rather sexy I must say, and a few 


everyone started heading off home, and we and the 


—— Co-ops take on responsibility to do certain 
ig to make it work, especially the kitchen crew, at least 


one of whom hardly left the kitchen, and to Lynn. 


TIGER 
Aug 200\- 
Dee 2001. 
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REFUSE “2 RESIST. 


ISSUE No. 7 


Strathclyde continues to lead the way in 
Non-Payment, especially centred on Glasgow. 
Figures for the 2nd year of mass defiance 
show 35% non-payment for Strathclyde, 
although Lothian is more uniformly resistant 
at 33%, 


With £130 million uncollected added on 
to the massive shortfall for the first year 
from 1989, cuts in central funding, the 
effects of business rates & the pitiful 
recovery rate by way of arrestments (with 
nil for warrant sales), the Region is carrying 
out cuts in community projects & blocking 
replacement recruitment. 


Such is the level of chaos that the first 
round of £70 million cuts is to be increased 
& headlines have appeared with Chief 
Labourite Charles Gray threatening NO 
WAGES. Far from ushering in an end to 
money, wages & profits as urged by early 
Socialists, Gray & his cronies are hitting 
the workers at the bottom end of the job 
ladder. Even Previously compliant ‘direct 
debit' payers, over 22,000, had scrapped 
Payment when Heseltine announced the 
Poll Tax was to be replaced. 


Desperately turning from the wage 
arrestments already inflicted on Regional 
& District employees, the Region has been 
stitching up a deal with Pat Lally & his 
gang of rogues to pass on lists of all those 
on Housing Benefit to cross-check with 
lists of payers. Income Support arrestments 
are still proceeding but local APT groups 
are urging claimants to Appeal to have 
benefit reinstated and the system clogged 
up. 

Meanwhile the press, & assorted liberal 
do-gooders like the SNP leadership are trying 
to exert "moral pressure" on the 'Can Pays' 
to pay up. But that leaves unanswered: 

when is a CAN'T PAY AMNESTY TO BE 
ANNOUNCED; 

when are the Prisoners going to be released 
& all other charges DROPPED?; 

when are the Sheriffs going to be told by 
the Region, ‘sorry no business’. 


"im McFarlane, 'Refuse & Resist! 
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GLASGOW FIGHTS 


May 1991 


BETTER! 


all 


/ f 
DAMAGE LIMITATION 


The Council Tax is a calculated attempt 
to defuse the momentum of resistance & 
defiance engendered by the Poll Tax. It 
was devised to neutralise the advantage 
to the opposition parties that Ribble Valley 
demonstrated & which still lingered on during 
the May Elections in England & Wales. 

It is a form of property tax, with 7 bands 
from 2.5 times a "contribution" for properties 
above £160,000 assessed value, to the lower 
end of the house market. Unlike rates, richer 
people and the extortionate valuation of 
house prices in the "home counties" are 
protected. A major slap in the face to the 
Poll Tax is the removal of People on Income 
Support, students, student nurses etc. from 
liability. While one Person households 
(monads) can claim 25% rebates, households 
over the presumed 2 persons are only 
penalised if somebody claims Housing Benefit 
for rent rebate purposes & they are affected 
by the Non-dependent rules. 

The Council Tax is two years away and 
council services may be decimated by then. 
Pressure will mount for the Tories to grant 
an "Amnesty" to those on the 20% level 
of 'contribution' and if they are forced in 
this direction for all the "Can't Pays". The 
struggle against recovery action has to 
generalise resistance against cuts, thus 
shortcircuiting the plans of the established 
Parties to "Divide & Rule". Labour may 
be able to promise a return to Rates as 
a more immediate means of ending the chaos, 
but as collaborationists their role in enforcing 
the Poll Tax will be remembered. 


Keith, Ibrox/Cessnock 


LOTHIAN FIGHTS ON 


Soaring non-payment, an 
Increase In sheriff officer 
activity and a mobilisation to 
stop an eviction from a council 
house - these are highlights of 
recent anti poll tax activity In 
Edinburgh and Lothian. 


33% of Lothian's Poll Tax income from 
1990-91 remained unpaid al 31st 
March. When you consider the tens of 
thousands not registered and the 
disproportionate number of non- 
payers with rebates, this must mean 
40% or more of those eligible are not 


Paying. 


Clearly Lothian's shorilf officers are 
fighting a losing battle. Nevertheless 
these highly paid mercenaries seem to 
have stepped up their disgusting activities 
recently. On 12 April a Stockbridge non- 
payer alerted the local anti poll tax group 
that she had just had an unwelcome visit. 
The first activist on the scene was 
threatened with violence from the thugs in 
suits. But as the phone tree was 
activitated and more anti poll taxers 
atrived Gray and Scott's men found 
themselves in difficulties. They had to flee 
the area, their posh Peugeot hotly pursued 
by mobile sheriff busters on bikes! 


The bad news is that earlier that same day 
sheriff officers had made a surprise visit to 
a non-payer in the New Town and managed 
to intimidate their way into the flat and 
carry out a poinding. A poinding does not 
of course mean the non-payer has to pay. 
A letter to the sheriff clerk and the sheriff 
officers stating that the non-payer wants 
the warrant sale to take place in their own 
home should deter the sheriffs from further 
action. (Important - it seems that this 
letter should comply with the form laid 
down in the Debtors Act (Scotland) Act of 
Sederunt). 


Sheriff door-stepping activity has also 
been noted in other areas such as 
Marchmont. Both the Sciennes 
Marchmont and Stockbridge New Town 
groups did {lyposing blitzes to emphasise 
the importance of always refusing sheriffs 
entry and immediately ringing the anti poll 
tax group. 


In Wardieburn, a Council scheme in the 
north of Edinburgh, a notified poinding was 
resisted at short notice by a turn-out from 
friends, neighbours, and the local anti poll 
tax group. A spate of standard “5 day 
warning” sheriff officer letters saw tho 
Lothian hot-line - now staffed completely 
by independent groups - dealing with a 
spate of calls. Meanwhile in Midlothian the 
Newtongrange/Mayfield group have been 
keeping up their spirited resistance to 
shariff officers not only in thair own area 
but throughout the District. 


To finish this sheriff round-up on a bright 
note - the Edinburgh branch of HM Love, 
sheriff officers and Messengers at Arms, 
are, according to reliable sources, in the 
process of going bankrupt! 


NO POLL TAX - NO EVICTIONS 


The attempt to stop a family being evictod 
from their Council house in Edinburgh on 8 
April was an important step in the effort to 
generalise successful anti poll tax 
resistance into other areas of social 
struggle. Front page publicity highlighted 
a bid by Edinburgh District Council to evict 
a family. including a man who was HIV 
positive and two young children, one under 
school age. The reason? Rent arrears. 


A local anti poll tax activist contacted the 
family, who stayed in a high-rise in the 
Moredun area. They explained how they 
were refusing to pay rent as their flat had 
rain pouring in, and the Council would not 
carry out the desperately needed repairs. 
They accepted the offer of support from 
the Lothian Anti Poll Tax Action, the 
independent anti poll tax group's network. 


The 8 April saw 20 or so activists involved 
in mounting an all day guard on the flat, 
while sheriff officers, Council officials, 
joiners and police lurked in the vicinity. 
Meanwhile representations were being 
made to the Council through an 
independent advice agency. The stand off 
ended at around 4pm with a brutal police 
attack by 30 -40 officers. The 7 protestors 
blocking the flat door were physically 
dragged away and arrested. The 
barricaded door was forced and police and 
sheriffs swarmed in. The family left, the 
children in tears, 


Temporarily re-housed, the family are still 
facing the threat of another eviction from 
their new Council flat. Tho arrested 
activists were charged with breach of the 
peace, but released after 4 hours - no 
doubt due to a noisy 30 strong picket of St 
Leonards police station. The lessons to 
be learnt are still being debated, but it is 
clear that any successful generalisation of 
the anti poll tax struggle can only be done 
with real participation on the ground from 
local communities - city-wide flying squads 
have their place but there can be no 
substitute for local involvement. 


While attendance at Lothian Federation 
meetings has fallen from around 100 to 40 
or so, the independent groups and 
networks are holding their own through a 
problematic period. Lothian Anti Poll Tax 
Action ran a very successful bus to the 
London demo on 23 March, and continues 
to meet monthly. Groups such as 
Stockbridge and Prestonfield have 
produced new leaflets to put over the 
importance of increasing non-payment to 
win - immediate abolition of the poll tax - 
the writing off of all poll tax arrears - the 
reversal of the cuts - the freeing of all poll 
lax prisoners. Hopefully one famous 
victory will lead to others! 


HACKNEY _FERMENTS 


All over the north London borough of Hack- 
ney, posters proclaim the addresses & tel. 
numbers of Local Goverment Officials & 
Councillors collaborating in taking people 
to court. Alarmed at the 'nice' messages 
they have been receiving, they are trying 
to prosecute local anti-Poll Tax activiats 
for allegedly printing the helpful info... 
In an “unconnected” development squats in 
Stamford Hill of ex-council property vere 
cleared in dawn raids.Vindictive? 0h - 
nothing to do with us they squeeled ! 


POTNDINGS RESTART 

On rd of May there were 5 threatened Poi- 
ndings in parts of Govan. In Linthouse the 
rats turned up & had to be rescued by the 
local polis. This was the same address as 
the the one displating the banner during 
the 1915 Rent Strike -"No Surrender: God 
Help the Sheriff Officers who enter here", 
ings were also prevented by mass nob- 
tion in Sandyhills & Tollcross. How- 
r,without prior notice, Sheriffs forced 
an entry in a house in Ibrox. Any illusion 
that the ‘battle was over’ have been shown 
to be premature. Keep people informed ! 


FREE THE MILITANT EIGHT 

We unreservedly support the 8 deferdents 
in Glasgow charged with offences such as 
‘criminal damage’ connected with an occup- 
ation of a Sheriff Office in 1990. This is 
@ political trial & those accused, includ- 
ing Tommy Sheridan & ‘Militant’ supporters 
in Govan & Pollok, are being hounded BE- 
CAUSE they engaged in direct action. 


ES A 
hy were a dozen people, anarchists,non- 
aligned activists & SWP members left 
stranded in George Sq. on the eve of the 
London demo on 22nd March? Why were 2 
Govanhill activists throw of the bus 
when they objected to a half-expty 
coach from Bell's College touring the 
square & Militant leaders refusing to 
let fellow anti poll tax denonstrators 
2 


Danny Burns one time All-Britain 
Exec member & leading activist in 
Bristol, is rushing to bring out 
a book documenting our history 

of the anti poll tax victory and 
example of resistance. It will be 
non-aligned(unlike Tommy Sherid- 
an's book!) & draw together info 
supplied by local activists all 
over Britain. He would like info, 
with dates if possible, of when 
your group started,notable events, 
comments on organising & coping 
with Organisations & photos,car- 
toons in leaflets & so on. Rush 
your contribution to:- 

DB c/o Avon APT Federation, 

84 Colstone St. BRISTOL. 


warrant sales 


Most Sheriff officers say they intend to send 2 
letters to non-paycrs. Some will only send 
onc. They may try to visit you any time, 


KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:.- 


bO NOT Tell them where you work 
DO NOT Tell them where you bank is 
DO NOT Let them into your home 


If you know a Sheriff officer is at your door: 
don't answer it. 

If you answer, don't Iet them in, 

If they say they will bring the police still 
refuse them entry. 


What if they leave to get the police? 


Either: Contact your anti poll tax union and 
organise a physical barricade outside 
your home. 

Leave your home empty and locked and 
go to a fnend’s house. 

The Sheriff officers can not force entry into an 
empty house unless they have given at least 4 
days specific notice of their intentions. Itcan not 
be a gencral notice and must give a specific day 
and date The Debtors (Scotland) Act 1987, 

@ Ring your anti poll tax group so that we know the 

sheriffs are in the area 


Or: 


@ Move luxury goods out of your house tu a friends 
before the poinding date. We can help if you would 
like us to Move y: ‘ar Well away from your home. 


@ ln the unlikely event of a poinding taking place they 
can only label Juxury goods that belong to you. They 
are usually only interested in luxury electrical goods 
like televisions, videos and stereos. A wrongful 
poinding can be appealed against 


e@They cannot take clothing. beds and bedding, fridge 
and cooker, washing machine, curtains and carpet, 
tools of your trade, tables and chairs, heaters, settees, 
toys, hehts or fittings. 


@ Lf they somehow succeed m pounding someting, tell 
them in writing that you want the warrant sale in your 
home. Contact us. We can ensure that nothing 1s 
bought or sold by anyone. 


REMEMBER; The Sheriffofficers are ruthless 
individuals. By agreeing to work for Suathclyde 
Council they are making a living from the 
poverty and despair of thousands, They are 
highly paid professionals when it comes to 
intimidation and harassment. 

They willtry to frighten and scare you into 
debt to pay Thatcher's Poll Tax. 


DON'T LET THEM INTIMIDATE YOU! 
There are only 191 sheriff officers in 
Scouland to deal with 1.25 million non-payers. 
They already have an impossible task. By stick- 
ing together and organising peaceful demon- 
strations to defend anyone threatened by these 
people we can ensure there are : 
NO WARRANT SALES 
ANYWHERE IN 
STRATHCLYDE OR SCOTLAND. 


Sa 
Official figure - over 1.2 millionsummary 
warrants have been sent outin Scotland. 
Fe NN rae Seen ee) 


arresting your wages 
or benefits 


what they can do 


Olf they can find your employer ne or she is legally 


obliged to comply with the sheriffs demands. 


OWages cannot be arrested at the same time as your 


bank account is frozen, 


Take home pay Maximum amount 


per week that can be arrested 
£95 - £100 £13 
£100 - £105 £14 
£105 - £110 £15 


cr e tland. 
O they cannot touch state pensions or student grants. 


lwhatyoucando es 


© Don't tell the sheriff where you work and warn your 
neighbours not to speak to anyone about your busi- 
ness. 


@ lf the sheriff officer does discover where you work, 
campaign with your fellow workers to pressurise 
your employer not to comply with the sheriff. 


© If there is a rumour at your work about employees 
being disciplined or sacked over wage arrestments, 
then contact us. We have campaigned successfully 
against this in the past. 

If your wages are fully computerised 
they may have breached the Data 
Protection Act to arrest your wages. 
Contact your Union o. local APT. 


BENEFIT ARRESTMENTS: 
Moststate benefits cannot be arrested. Pensions, 
invalidity allowance, disability and child bene- 
fit cannot be touched. Only income support can 
be arrested. The maximum deductible is 
£2.00 for a single person and £3.15 for a 
couple, That is 5% of the benefit. If your 
moncy is cut you must appeal against the 
decision immediately. We have standard 
appeal Icuers. So contact us. 


freezing your bank 
account 


The Sheriffs do not know where your account 
is. The banking system is not able to find 
many people's accounts. So don‘t tell them 
your bank, If they find your account, a one- 
off freeze takes place. Only what is in your 
accountatthattimeis frozen, 20p or £20. This 
is put in a suspense account and any moncy 
deposited in your account subsequently is not 
touched. 

Keep your account in a different name, get 
your wages paid into your kid’s account. 
Open a post office account. All this can help 
avoid arrestment. 


what you can do 


® Write for more info on opening new }|Leeds 823822/537900 
accounts & making a ‘Bank raid’ less Birmingham 749-3022 
likely. You can always move account Cardiff 340877/237397 


if the bank 'shops you'. 


Scottish contacts 
CENTRAL REGION 
Stirling 74640/78537 
Grangemouth 484344 


Borders Fed. (0896)59464# 
Grampian -625562/8735905~ 


LOTHIAN REGION ;Edinburgh- 
Fed. Hotline 557-1595 
Stockbridge 332-3818/7547 
Merchiston 229-9591 
Muirhouse 336-5636 
Prestonfield 667-2895/9005 
Abbeyhill 652-0808/2056 
Tolleross 229-6156/0168 
Inverlieth 556-0903/6291 
Sciennes 229-9552/7720 
Southside 228-5273 
Claimants Union 557-0718 
EAST LOTHIAN-Dunbar 64002 
Musselburgh 665-7162/7140 
MID LOTHIAN-Penicuik78240 
Newtongrange 663-7777 
Currie/Balerno 449-547) 
Bonnyrigg 660-5074 

WEST LOTHIAN-Uphall 855504 
Bathgate 630471/52458 
Blackburn 54823/630871 
Lintithgow 842022 
Whitburn 40979/40779 


STRATHCLYDE Fed.552-1179 
Denniestoun 556-7429 
Barrhead 880~-5231/7712 
Ibrox 427-6398/4433/3691 


Spittal/Blairbeth 634-7028 
odes needed except *)¢— 


IGovan440-2071/Yoker952=1433 
Pollokshields 429-0336/9015 
Govanhill 424-0187/0095 


ENGLAND & WALES 
Avon/Bristol 0272-255504* 
Tottenham 081-802-9804 * 
Lewisham 081-469-0303 * 
T.S.D.C O71-833-8958 * 
Swindon 615773 
Nottingham 700230/227892 
Southampton 556671 
Liverpool Wavertree 734-3145 
Manchester 428-7783 


UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY! 


The attempt to discredit the Anti-Poll Tax movement is also a 
consoquence of this state abandoning all pretence at 
legitimacy; for public order, like “public interest", means a 
small elite of people using force. But all efforts to smash our 
communities and con us that we should the Tax, have 
massively backfired. The poverty that means the rich squeezing 
the poor to line their own pockets. is a form of violence. And 
after poll tax ond lent police charges fail, the la resort 
that the rich and powerful have ' how them that 
we will not be beaten with threats of prison, and that we will 
not forget thor of 4 prisoned for fighting poll tax If all 
the anti-poll tax univ: nd non pa r can unite so many in 
non- cooperation. then anand gust campaign for the total 
amnesty of poll tax pr ners! 

POLL TAX STRUGGLE ISN'T OVER YET 

The Poll Tax struse] BOeS on, as we remember the events of 
last March, two years of non payment in Scotland one year in 
Cymru and England. ond fourteen million are still not paying! 
With o one hundred peop 
more receiving other sentence 
prison hanging over non pa 
Plagues us. They may have 
is unworkable, but still we 
believe the hype! 


cannot afford to pay Reforms? Don't 


There are defendants still awaiting trial from the 
demonstrations of Trafalgar Square and Brixton, last October 
Ninete people are at pr nt in prison and the political how 
trials are continuing.Time and time again the blatant attompts 
by the police to fa idence have bee d. Ato trial 
where the jury took the almost unprece ep of halting a 
trial, the police prosecution tried to block ovidence of a 
Savage attack upon the defendant. claiming * 
would not be in the public interest”. In «ho: 
to cover up police ascaults on demonstrators? 


At the Brixton prison picket, many of us saw an unashamed 
act of revenge by the Metropolitan Police for Trafalgar Squar 
in which police surrounded, and charged Three thousand peaceful 
demonstrators. A PC was heard to say “I don't know what I'm 
arrosting him for". to which the reply was, “Arrest him for 
assault on PC".During the trials when poli asked what o 
snatch squad was; they had to admit that “w briefed 
before the domo to go into the crowd and ar t anybody". 


MET. POLICE REPORT BACKFIRES 


Finally we have seen the Met.Police produce a shabby 
report, which glosses over all the brutalitios of Trafalgar 
Square, yet has to admit that the deliberate tactic driving at 
crowds provokes people into an angry response ond that the riot 
was spontaneous. Which is another way of admitting that they 
provoked the battle of Trafalgar! Ye know that the police acted 
as politically as do the makers of the poll tax. The main 
purpose of the report seems to be to justify more police 
control of popular protest, to look for credibility three weeks 
before the next Poll Tax march 


REFUSE “ RESIST 


Due to a lack of funds, the R & R team decided that R & R 
would have to fold after issue no. 6. However, the over- 
whelming response to that idea was that the paper had too 
important a role to play in the campaign to allow this to 
happen. So, this special, shortened edition was produced 
in the hope that we can raise enough funds to continue. 


It is being proposed that R & R becomes the voice of the 
Scottish Anti-Poll Tax Action, with both funding and all 
the editorial work being the shared responsibility of all 
anti-Poll Tax groups. 


If you want R & R to continue PLEASE send donations (on a 
regular basis if possible) and participate in the work of 
editing, mailing etc. if you can. 


Margaret Murray 


PRISONERS LIST 


HMP Wandsworth, Heathfield Rd., 
Wandsworth, London SW18 3HS, 


Paul Jacob RAO711, EDR Nov 92 
Daniel Attwood KT1303, EDR May91 
Brian Taveres MV3239, EDR Nov 92 
Timothy Donaghy MWO1O5, EDR Jan 93 
Darren Healey RA2183, EDR Sept 92 
Adrian Pugh RC0627, EDR June 91 
Maertin Benfield PF2678 

James Attwood MW0834 

Neil Bremner MWO316 


HMP Pentonville, Caledonian Rd. 
London N7 8TT. 


Alan Clarke MV2254 
Michael Neal MV3973 


HMP Highpoint, Stradishall, 
Newmarket, Suffolk 


Robert Robinson RAOQ741 
Tim Paine NWO231, EDR Dec 91 


HMYOI Huntercome, Huntercome Place, 
Nuffield, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 


Wayne Calder NTO082, EDR March 92 


HMP Standford Hill, Eastchurch, 
Sheerness, Kent ME12 4AA ; 


Neil Armour MV3338, EDR June 91 


HMP Ford, Ford near Arundel, West 
Sussex, BN18 OBX 


Zachary Osbourne MV0245 EDR May91 


*EDR - Earliest date of release. 


PELL ERAGKER 


INDEPENDENT ACTION 

Scottish Anti Poll Tax Action 
is developing our fight from 
defeating the poll tax to res- 
isting cuts & debt enforcement. 
The 4th Forum was held in Edin- 
burgh on 11th May 1991. Help 
coordinate resistance,contact:- 
CR, 11 Forth St. ,Edinburgh EHL 


CONTACTS 
All articles, letters und donations to:- 
P.O.Box 239 
Glasgow G3 6RA. 


STOP PRESS: For last minute information of details of 
events requiring coverage by the editorial team call - 041 
423 8679 of 427 6398 


